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La Belle Cuisine 

Fine cheeses. French wines, 
nouvelfe cuisine and tradition¬ 
al specialties from the land of 
the Eiffel Tower. Every 
Wednesday evening at 
Al Mansaf. 


UD 7.500 - mi ita* per season i 
Per Reservshens £ 3 '. 660 } 0 i‘ 
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ALGIERS (Agencies) — Arab, 
mediators have admitted def eat 
in a two-month drive to taring' 
peace to Lebanon. 

Joining a list of faihiies stretch¬ 
ing back over 14 years, the fore¬ 
ign ministers of Algeria, Morocco 
and Saudi Arabia said Monday' 
right that despite exhaustive con-' 
tacts with Axro-and international 
powers they were unable to end 
the civil war. 

“The committee expresses its 
regretes -that its mission has 
reached a dead end in both the 
security and political fields,” 
i communique issued after two 
lays of talks in Aimers and 
Rabat. 

The carnage of Lebanon’s civil 
war forms the background to die 
mnotmeement from a pro-Ira- 
aian kidnappers Monday that 
hey hanged American hostage 
William Higgins as p unishmen t 
ior Israel’s abduction of a South 
Lebanese Suite M uslim deric. 

Fierce shelling has shaken the 
Lebanese capital on four nights in 
he past week. More than 500 
people have died in artillery bat- 
Jes since mid-March 

Following the Algiers - 
mnotmeement. Lebanese army, 
commander Michel Aoun Tues- 


pular fibers-" 
for... it will 


lay declared a “popular fibera- 
ion revolt” against Syrian troops - 
n Lebanon. 

“The era.of the popular fibers-' 
ionrevoltwill not be for... it will 
»e a sweeping, fiver, of-seastaifac^ 
n every city, village, street and 
louse,” Aoun saidin an nderof 
he day. ' 

Hie'general's 20,000 prcdomi- 
tantly Christian forcesnave been 
ocked in fierce shelling duels. 
vitb Syrian-backed nulttiaiheo 
ince March 8. 

Militia and £om gunners bat- 
led overnight across Beirut with 
iowitzers and rockets. Police said 
me person was killed and four 
vere wounded before the duel 
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-subsided into intermittent ex¬ 
changes of mortar rounds and 
machine gun fire. 

The casualties raised the over¬ 
all; toll to 51 killed and 2,162 
wounded in the. 20-week con¬ 
frontation across the ravaged 
capital and the surrounding 

PlO iifitaju y 

Lebanon has had no president, 
-two rival cabinets, a divided army 
ami a paralysed parliament since 
former President Amin Gemayel 
stepped down last September. 

An Arab s umm it last may gave 
leaders of Saudi Arabia, Morocco 
and Algieria ax months to solve 
the crisis but repeated ceasefire 
calls and hectic diplomatic shut¬ 
tles did little to haft bloodshed in 
Lebanon. 

A diplomat, dose to the talkn 
said the longstanding rivalry be¬ 
tween Syria and Iraq had been a 
major factor in the failure, with 
Syria insisting on controls fo pre¬ 
sent Iraqi arms reaching forces 
led by Aoun. 

But the- co mmunique »!«•> cited 
other obstacles inducting the ; 
Israeli occupation of part .of 
' southern Lebanon and Syria’s re* 
final to accept a timetable for the 
withdrawal of its 40,000 troops 
from Lebanon. 

“Syria feds that the extension 
of Lebanese sovereignty (overall 
Lebanese territory) must not be 
decided in advance in accordance 
with a fixed timetable, but must 

ment of a government -of national 
unity,” the nrimsteis said. 

The committee had, urged a 
temporary redeployment of Sy¬ 
rian troops in the Bekaa Valley 

The committee! said it had 
proposed that a special session of 
the Lebanese parifimient on neut¬ 
ral ground outside Lebanon dis¬ 
cuss a charter for a “democratic, 
free parliamentary regime offer¬ 
ing equality of chances for nil 
citizens.” 



King returns after 
summit with Fahd 

Sharif Zaid, Qasem continue Jeddah talks 




Chfidren In west Beirut SS a bag with sand to fortify their home against fierce stuffing which 
erupts frequently across the Lebanese capital. 

King, Iraqi leader exchange messages 


AMMAN (jr.T.) — His Majesty 
Xing Hussein Tuesday received a 
verbal message from Iraqi Presi¬ 
dent Saddam HuSSein OD current 
Arab issues, the Jordan News 
Agamy,- Petra, said. 

! The message was conveyed by 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, who-also - 
received a message Erom the King 
to be carried to the Iraqi presi¬ 
dent, Petra stud. 

The audience as attended by 
His - Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and the minister of 
interior and senior Royal Court 
officials. 

The King also received sepa¬ 
rate telephone calls from Presi¬ 
dent Hussein and North Yemeni 
President Afi Abdullah Saleh. 
The two leaders conj^atulafed 


the King on the occasion of the 
Islamic New Year. 

The King made a telephone 
call to Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to convey similar con¬ 
gratulations. 

The Iraqi envoy, Ramadan, ar- 
. rived here earlier Tuesday on a 

shor t, .visit In Jqfdan. 

‘1 In a statement to Petra; Rama¬ 
dan said that his visit to Jordan 
came within the framework of the 
firm relations between the two 
countries and continued ex¬ 
change of views about the de¬ 
velopments in the Arab scene. 

On prospects for an Iraq-Iran 
peace talks, he said it “is neces¬ 
sary to arrive at a unified Arab 
position along side Iraq so that a 
comprehensive solution could be 
worked out in accordance with' 


Hizbollah rejects Israeli swap 
offer; fate of hostages unknown 


JEIRUT (Agencies) — A pro- 
ranian political party Tuesday 
ejected an Israeli swap offer for 
i kidnapped Shiite dene and two 
ompanions and said Israel and 
heUnited States were responst- 
ile for any retaliation against 
Vestern Postages taken by 
mdei ground groups. 

The deadline for word on the 
ate of American hostage Joseph 
Ticippio passed without any 
tatement from theRevolntion- 
ly Justice Organisation that 
laims to bold him. He was one of 
wo Western hostages threatened 
rith death Tuesday. 

The Revolutionary Justice 
)rgamsation issued a statement 
Monday saying it ■would 
nnounce the hour of Ckappio's 
x edition if Sheikh Abdul Karan 
>beid was not freed by 6 pjn. 
1500 GMT). 

The threat came boon after a 
rparate group released a statement 
ad a videotape saying it had Irilkd 
jserkan hostage Marine Lieute- 
ant-Cokmel William Higgins in ra¬ 
diation for Israel kidnappuig Obeid, 
is cousin end a friend last Friday. * 
The Tuesday statement by Hizbel- 

ih (Party of God), said, /The only 
cceptable tiring to us is that Sheikh 
tbdul Karim Obekl and bis two 
Tfieagues be re le a se d. 

"The United States and lsraet 
»intly bear the responsihiHty far. the 
idnap pmg crime and the coutiima- 
on of their detention. Theyabo'bear 
te icsponsibflity for every reaction 
om the - sons of Islam and the 
?□ rested. in Lebanon - and - the 

arid.” . . - -- 

Le banese and Palestinian fijpten 
cot on maximum alert against a 
■ared Israeli military attac k to 
range foe hanging of Higgins. 

Beside Odppfa, the other hostage 
sder a dram threat was Angbcan 
igni envoy Terry Waite, 50, a 
riton trim disappeared ^ Jan.- 3), 
J87. Odppio, », was kidnapped 
tpt. 12, 1986' whfle he was acting 
mptFoUcr of foe American Vm- 
rraty of Beirut. ■ 

The first -deadtine set-far Wattes 
iccution at 3 pan. (1200 CMT) 
Bred with no death aonocncwL but 
miier told a radio stadon; it tajd 
sen extended to m k h ri ght (21W - 
MT). 


Jordan denounces reported 
execution of American hostage 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Jordan Tuesday denounced as “nqjuslified and 
^i ^ M e the reported execution of American hostage Wffliam 
Higgins by a Lebanese extre mi st group Monday. 

fise Jordan News Agency, Petra, qsatod an official spokeanan as 
saying: 44 Jordan condemns foe of Higgina as a regrettable 

and unjustified act.’* 

44 Jordan condemns aO acts of vfaknee, kidnapping and fcDfing 
rpg«rdle«i of their source or goals... and especially denounces acts oT 
ta r ro ri ttn- ffintlg ad has been carrying ort in Soteh Lebanon as they 
a r*" 1 * violation of the cauntry’s sovereignty,” the 
spokesman said. 

“Such acts w3l certainly lead to Anther violence and mutual, 
retaliation which wfB deflnttely complicate the stoalfcm.” 


- Newsmen and photographers kept 
a tense vigO at load newspapers and 
at foe offices of Western news agen¬ 
cies, waiting far a statement or a 
telephone call to reveal foe hostages’ 
fate. 

Israel said it was engaged no contacts 
to obtain foe release of foreign boa- 
tares' m Lebanon. . 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
who made the cfedosme, gave no 
ttemils bat told reporters; “There are. 
permanent ooqtacta with various fac¬ 
tions about fob release of the bos- 

■ Xte Israeli annjr said. Obeid had 
omfessed- personal involvement in 
**i d inn ing and guiding and ■ aiding " ‘ 
foe abdmxion of H igg ins and had 
revealed foe names of his cajjtois. 

Israeli sources, however; said the 

decision''to abduct Obeid had trig¬ 
gered deep dmsmns in the govem- 
ment. Shamir defended the abduc¬ 
tion, saying it was made to help free 
feraeli and Western hostages in 
Lebanon. ■ ■ 

Israel was hoping to swap Obeid 


and other Le ban es e it holds fin- fore¬ 
ign IwvtagBS hi Lebanon, inrinrfing 
three Israeli soldiers. 

- In" Washington, U.S. President 
George Bush conferred with security 
advisers on a response to his first 
major foreign crisis since lairing office 
in January. 

On Monday, Bush called on all 
parties in the Middle East to release 
captives, seen as purring pressure on 
Israel to prevent the drams of more 
Americans. 

Nine Americans including Gcippio 
are among foe faretgoen believed, 
held hostages — mainly by pro-Ira¬ 
nian haiAos said to be linked to 
Hizbollah — hi Lebanon. Hizbollah 
itself fare denied any connection with 


Earner, Cfcippio’s Lebanese wife 

TBinni Ghandour tw»rf -begged hk cap- 
tors to release him. “I plead with 
those holding my husband...,” she 
sobbed at a Bdnit news conference. 

Bassam Abo Sharif, advisor to 
-.Palestine .-Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, con¬ 


Deadline extended 

Captors fhr e utH rin g to' kfi Amerfead hostage Joseph James 
Odpeto nid Tacaday they have extended , the dradltnr for Us 
otcaOm h * hm. The Rmtafisaaiy JmBa OrgaBhatioa made foe 
^mmmkeiaeM la a 13-toe handwritten statement in Arable dettvered 
to thf'Mywfart Hgfert 'acwipapcr Al JKdtar al 8:15 pja. (1715 
GMT). The ria^*^ im * 4 ^^”P™^by. aMian ^ l * , l t* rat * n 8 l * nfi >anM> ' 
tfcpietereef a®ofoer US. hostage, aatfaor Edward Ansfin Tracy; also 
luui by foe sroap* The staftmtaf said foe 484ionr postponement. 
•*waa net subject to renewaL” - 


demned the reported execution of 
Higrins but said responsibility for his 
death rested in Israeli shoulders. 

hi a written statement, the FLO 
advisor said: “We regret the murder 
of innocents and their execution with¬ 
out trial and without charges and we 
expresses our sympathy with their 
families." 

The statement continued: “We 
condemn the abduction of innocents 
and the taking of hostages and those 
who are foe authors and we condemn 
even more the state of Israel which 
practice state terrorism.” 

In Damascus, the Democratic 
Front for the liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) described Israel’s seizure of 
Obeid re state terrorism and said it 
was aimed at drawing attention from 
the Palestinian uprising. 

Another group, foe Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFU*), said it “holds the U.S.- 
backed Israeli government fully re- 
sponsibfie for escalating tension in 
Lebanon by kidnapping Sheikh 
Obeid.” 

. Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin Monday offered to swap Obeid 
for the Israeli soldiers and foreigners 
believed held by Hizbollah in 
Lebanon. 

Rabin said about 150 Lebanese 
prisoners in Israel would be included 
m foe deal. 

Hizbollah denies involvement in 
foe kidnapping of Westerners in 
Lebanon. 

“Rabin, through his offer, warns to 
gam international public ophrion by 
discrediting others when be link* the 
(Israeli) prisoners to, the Western 
hostages with whom we have nothing 
to do,” Tuesday's Hizbollah state- 
meat said. 

Egyptian Minister of State for 
Foragn Affairs Boutros Ghab told 
reporters that while Egypt ex pre ss ed 
(ton sorrow and condemnation for 
the kflling of Higgins “this does not 
lessen what Israel has done in acts of 
violence which Egypt has already said 
will lead to more acts of violence.’’ 

A leading member of the U.S. 
Senate, Robert Dole, accused Israel 
of endangering American fives by 
abducting Obeid m the raid into 
southern Lebanon. 

World governments on Tuesday 
condemned the reported hanging of 
Higgins and criticised Israel for 
abducting Obeid. 


U.N. Security Council Resolu¬ 
tion 598 ” 

Stressing that Iraq is not 
against establishing normal rela¬ 
tions with Iran, Ramadan said: 
“It is necessary, in the first place, 
to end-foe no-war no-peace situa- i 
tion and attain durable peace | 
because this means consolidation 
of security'and stability in the 
Arab region as a whole.” 

Upon arrival Ramadan was re¬ 
ceived by Deputy Prime Minister 
and Interior Minister ^ Salem 
Masa’deh, a number of ministers, 
apri the Iraqi charge d'affaires in 

Amman . 

Ramadan will open the two- 
week exhibition of Iraqi products 
Wednesday at the King Abdullah 
Gardens Complex. 


Jordan 
to hold 
debt talks 
with 

Moscow 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan wffl open 
talks with foe Soviet Union next 
week on rescheduling its debts to 
Moscow, which are mainly milit¬ 
ary in origin, a Jorda n ia n official 
said Tuesday. 

“We hope to reschedule our 
debt to Moscow on foe same 
principles and terms under which 
we rescheduled our foreign debt 
to the Paris Club of official credi¬ 
tors,” be toM Renters. 

The official would not reveal 
foe size of foe debt tad said a • 
figure of $200 million reported m 
an Anihlf.liwi p m y mugoriw wn( 
too high. 

Jordan first turned to the Soviet 
Union for arms in 1982, baying 
SAM-8 missiles and ZSU-23-4 
anti-aircr aft gums. It also signed 
an air defence contract with Mos¬ 
cow in 1985 after Washington 
refined a deal for Stinger anti¬ 
aircraft missiles. 

Minister of State for Economic 
Aflhfrs Taber AlMasrlwfD bead a 
Jordanian delegation due in Mos¬ 
cow Aug. 8 for a bi-annual meet¬ 
ing on trade and economic coop¬ 
eration. The resc hed uling fadint 
wfll take place duraag his visit. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King 
Hussein returned borne Tuesday at the 
conclusion of a brief working visit to 
Saudi Arabia during which he held 

The two monarchs held two 
rounds of talks Tuesday, includ¬ 
ing a dosed session. 

The Jordanian side to the ex- f 

panded talks .includes Prime 1 

Minister Sharif;Zaid Ibn Shaker, 

Royal Court Chief Tbouqan Hin- i rs 

dawi, the King’s Political Advisor } \ „ 

Adnan Abu Odeb, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Foreign Minister ^ A 

Marwan Qasem, and the Jorda- 

man ambassador to Saudi 

Arabia. 

Hie meeting was attended on 
the Saudi side by Second Deputy ‘f&Jf 

Prime Minister and Defence and 
Aviation Minister Prince Sultan \ 

Ibn Abdul Aziz, Foreign Minister B Vf J|pL: - 
Prince Sand Al Faisal, Minister H 
of Oil and Mineral Resources B BfkJligS 
Hisham Nazer, Minister of 
Education Abdul Aziz Al Khwai- 
ter, and the Saudi ambassador to 
Jordan. 

At the request of King Fahd 
Prime Minister Sharif Zaid and v . 

Qasem were remained in Jeddah * 
to hold further talks with Saudi Arab “ “ Jed< 
officials. side its sister! 

At the end of the visit. King form one co 
Hussein cabled King Fabd thank- family.” 
mg him and the Saudi people for The King ah 
the hospitality accorded to turn wishes on the o 
and the delegation and expressing Islamic year at 
“gratitude for the continued sup- like to reiterati 
port for Jordan — which, along- for your snppoi 


talks with King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz 
on the latest developments in the Arab 
and international scenes as well as 
bilateral relations. 
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His Majesty King Hussein and King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi 
Arabia in Jeddah Tuesday (Petra photo) 


side its sisterly Saudi Arabia, 
form one country and one 
family.” 

The King also conveyed good 
wishes on the occasion of the new 
Islamic year and said: “I would 
like to reiterate my appreciation 
for your support for Jordan. May 


God deliver you from every diffi¬ 
culty and preserve you." 

Upon return, the King was 
received by His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
royal family members and senior 
civilian and militarv officials. 


Meeting reviews Palestinian 
refugee affairs, aid to intifada 


AMMAN (Petra) — Develop¬ 
ments in the Palestinian problem, 
threats to the holy places in occu¬ 
pied Jerusalem and means of 
supporting the ongoing intifada 
are foe central themes on foe 
agenda of a seven-day meeting of 
Arab countries hosting Palesti¬ 
nian refugees which opened in 
Amman Tuesday. 

Jordan’s representative at foe 
meeting. Dr. Ahmad Qatanani. 
said that in light of Jordan’s 
strong attachment to Palestine 
and its people and foe historic 
and geographical and national 
considerations, Jordan would 
continue to extend all possible 
help to foe Palestinian people and 
support their steadfastness and 
their just struggle for freedom. 

Qatanani, director of the Fore¬ 
ign Ministry's Department of 
Palestinian Affairs, told the 
meeting that Jordan’s decision a 
year go to sever legal and adminis¬ 
trative links with the West Bank 
was part of an ongoing process in 
supporting foe Palestinian stand. 
At foe same time, Jordan has 
never ceased to work for a just 
solution to foe problem through 
implementation of U.N. resolu¬ 
tions and in cooperation with ail 
concerned parties and the United 


Nations secretary general 
through an international peace 
conference. Qatanani said. 

The convening of foe meeting, 
the 43rd of its kind, comes amid 
very sensitive circumstances in 
the whole Middle East area and 
while the intifada is entering its 
20th month, Qatanani noted. 

He said foe past 20 months 
witnessed an escalation of Israel’s 
atrocities represented in killing 
Palestinians, demolishing Arab 
homes, expulsion of Palestinian 
youths, imposition of curfews and 
mass arrests, coupled with econo¬ 
mic measures that rendered foe 
oppressed people in a very piti¬ 
able condition. 

The meeting, Qatanani said, 
will address a host of topics re¬ 
lated to foe Palestinians and their 
conditions together with the sub¬ 
jects related to foe United Na¬ 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), which provides for 
the education of Palestinian re¬ 
fugee children. 

Arab League Assistant Secret¬ 
ary General Mohammad Al Farra 
described Jordan’s continued 
assistance to foe Palestinian peo¬ 
ple as directed towards alleviating 
their sufferings and enhancing 
their steadfastness. Farra also 


commended Jordan's derisions 
concerning the Palestine problem 
and said that they could only back 
the oppressed people’s snuggle 
for freedom and just peace. 

The secret of the intifada's 
success. Farra said, is its continua¬ 
tion and, therefore, Arab and 
international supporr for the 
Palestinians is urgently required. 

Farra noted that foe Amman 
meeting would address a number 
of issues pertaining to foe Palesti¬ 
nians and their present condi¬ 
tions, Israel’s settlement policies, 
the deteriorating economic and 
social conditions in Arab areas 
under occupation and ways to 
continue foe flow of all kinds of 
assistance to the oppressed 
people. 

According to Farra. the meet¬ 
ing will review a report by the 
UNRWA commissioner general 
to the United Nations on the 
agency's operations in the Arab 
World. 

Mohammad Jumaa. director of 
Palestinian affairs at the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry, addressed foe 
session referring to Egypt's con¬ 
tinued involvement in Palestinian 
affairs despile its absence from 
previous meetings. 


Paris talks form panels, 
assign mission to Combodia 


to reopen 

The gover nm ent has agreed in 
prtadpie to aflow mcmeydtangers 
forcibly dosed in February to 
resume operations as public 
^anreholdiag companies. 

An ffiriaL who asked not to be 
mined, (old Reuters a draft law 
was being prepared to restrnctiire 
the EmgSmfs 70 or so exchange 
homes to ensure proper control of 
their operations. 

“We wiD not have imfividnal 
moneychangers* only public 
shareholding companies,” he 
odd. He gave no details and (fid 
not say when foe new law might 
take effect 


PARIS (Agencies) — An inter¬ 
national peace conference on 
Cambodia agreed Tuesday to dis¬ 
patch a fact-finding mission to foe 
war-tom country and set up a 
working structure aimed at secur¬ 
ing a lasting peace. 

“This constitutes a great first 
step forward on the path which 
should provide a return to peace 
for this country,” said Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas of 
France, co-chairman with In¬ 
donesia of the monthlong confer¬ 
ence. 

“I think I can say without 
exaggeration that this beginning 
augurs well for foe conference,” 
said Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Ali AJatas, speaking at a joint 
news conference with Dumas. 
“In this sense we can rejoice.” 

Dumas said representatives 
from foe 19 nations at foe confer¬ 
ence were stalled “until the final 
moments” of the ministerial ses¬ 
sion, which ended midday Tues¬ 
day. The countries’ foreign minis¬ 
ters are to return to Paris to dose 
foe conference Aug. 28-30. 


Dumas said the biggest stalling 
point was setting up the fact¬ 
finding mission, but he did not 
elaborate. 

The fact-finding mission, to be 
put together by U.N. General 
Secretary Javier Perez de Cuel¬ 
lar, is to be sent to Cambodia as 
soon as possible, Dumas said. 

The conference had reached 
“unanimous agreement” on the 
agenda for month-long talks, he 
said. Four working groups had 
been set up to continue foe minis¬ 
ters’ work. 

Dumas said foe mission was to 
report to experts in Paris who are 
urgently trying to arrange moni¬ 
toring of foe Vietnamese with¬ 
drawal from Cambodia. 

No other details of the mission 
were available. 

French diplomats said three of 
the working groups had been 
settled without much dissent. 

They cover verification of the 
withdrawal of Vietnam's troops 
from Cambodia in September, 
international guarantees of 


Cambodian territory and neutral¬ 
ity and the problems of refugees 
and reconstruction. 

Canada and India are to co¬ 
chair foe commission defining foe 
modalities of a control mechan¬ 
ism; Laos and Malaysia will co¬ 
chair the guarantees commission; 
and Japan and Australia will head 
foe refugee and reconstruction 
commission. 

The pullout of foe Vietnamese 
troops is seen as a major step to 
end 10 years of war between 
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen’s Hanoi-backed government 
and opposition groups led by 
former monarch Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

But a fourth “ad hoc” group to 
tackle internal Cambodian prob¬ 
lems had been settled only after 
diplomatic wrangling. 

The ministerial agreement was 
limited to matters of the confer¬ 
ence agenda and did not address 
foe most significant issues divid¬ 
ing foe warring Cambodian par¬ 
ties and their forcign-suppotten. 
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Kabul coup plot 
reportedly foiled 


Arafat at 60 sees 



ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Fears of an attempted coup have 
led to a roundup of suspected 
conspirators within Afghanistan's 
Communist Party, Western diplo¬ 
mats said Tuesday. 

Hints of a coup attempt sur¬ 
faced about weeks ago, said one 
Western diplomatic source who 
insisted he not be identified. 

“There is no indication of how 
dose to being launched the re¬ 
ported plot was when it was disco¬ 
vered," the diplomat told the AP. 
“Multiple sources have reported 
a sudden upsurge in tension with¬ 
in the PD PA (People's Democra¬ 
tic Party of Afghanistan)." 

A left-wing Pakistan newspap¬ 
er, the Frontier Post, claimed 
Afghanistan Defence Minister 
Shah Nawaz Tanai was under 
house arrest for his involvement 
in the foiled coup attempt. 
However, Western diplomats 
said the report could not be sub¬ 
stantiated. 

The Frontier Post quoted the 
pro-rebel Afghan Media Re¬ 
source Centre. It claimed the 
coup attempt was hatched after 
Moscow reportedly suggested re¬ 
turning former Afghan President 
Babrak Karmal to power. He was 
Najibullah's predecessor. 

Karmal belongs to the Parcham 
(Flag) faction of the Communist 
Party, while Najibullah is a mem¬ 
ber of the rival Khalq (Masses) 
faction. Animosity has characte¬ 
rised the relationship between the 
two factions since their creation 
decades ago. 

Insurgents have been waging a 
war against Soviet-backed com¬ 
munists in Kabul for more than a 
decade. 

Diplomats said Tuesday that 
fighting around the key eastern 
city of Jalalabad continued un¬ 
abated. U.S.-supported rebels re¬ 
portedly repulsed government 
troops trying to force them out of 
mountain hideouts overlooking 
key government positions, the 
same diplomatic sources said. 

Jalalabad. 720 kilometres west 
of the Pakistan border, straddles 
the strategic highway connecting 
neighbouring Pakistan to the 
Afghan capital of Kabul. Kabul is 
120 kilometres to its west. 

Confused reports about the 
fate of the key garrison at Samar- 
khiel, outside Jalalabad, have 


been arriving in Pakistan, where 
the insurgents are based. Diplo¬ 
mats reported government troops 
have on several occasions driven 
into Samarkhiel in tanks and 
armoured vehicles, only to be 
driven out again by rebels pound¬ 
ing them from nearby mountain 
positions. 

Diplomats said resupply planes 
are landing at Jalalabad airport 
fortifying government troops. 

Rebel attempts to squeeze the 
capital of Kabul economically by 
keeping the roads closed have 
been erratic and for the most part 
unsuccessful, rebel and diploma¬ 
tic sources said. 

Rocket attacks 

On Monday, rebel rockets hit a 
hospital, a crowded bus stop, an 
auto shop and several homes in 
Kabul, killing as many as 17 
people, hospital officials said. 

Also Monday, U.S. and Soviet 
delegations began rwo days of 
talks in Stockholm, Sweden, on 
Afghanistan, as part of a series of 
superpower consultations on re¬ 
gional conflicts. 

It was the first such meeting on 
the 10-year Afghan war since the 
last Soviet troops left the country 
Feb. IS. 

Meanwhile, rebel reports said 
59 people, most of them women 
and children, were killed in 
another round of fighting among 
rebel factions. 

In Monday’s attacks on the 
capital. Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man Mohammad Nabi Amani 
said nine people were killed and 
22 injured in attacks at Avicenna 
Chest hospital, the hospital’s 
auto shop and a nearby bus stop. 
But hospital officials put the total 
killed in three attacks at 17. 

Crowds gathered later around 
a hastily dug grave at the side of a 
shop near the bus stop. On top of 
the grave was one torn black 
leather shoe and a chunk of metal 
from the rocket. 

The thud of rockets could be 
heard in Kabul throughout the 
day, and Amani said others fell in 
the diplomatic quarter and on 
houses in the old city and western 
Kabul. 

A bloody power struggle be¬ 
tween the Jamiat-e-Islami rebel 
group and its rival Hezb-eTsIami 


erupted' a fortnight ago when 
reports of a massacre of 32 Jamiat 
fighters on July 9 reached the 
frontier city of Peshawar, 
Pakistan. 

On Monday, Qaribur Rehmaa 
Saeed, a Hekmatyar loyalist, said 
four of Hezb-e-Islami’s field com¬ 
manders as well as 55 woman and 
children died when Jamiat forces 
founded the village of Qochi 
Quba with heavily artillery and 
long-range missiles. 

The village is near the northern 
city of Kunduz, located about 70 
kilometres south of Afghanistan’s 
border with the Soviet Union. 

The U.S.-Soviet meeting in 
Stockholm came as reports from 
Af ghani stan indicated both su¬ 
perpowers had recently stepped 
up arms shipments — to the 
government of Najibullah and the 
Mujafaedeen guerrillas. 

A U.S. spokesman confirmed 
that the delegations, headed by 
Assistant Secretary of State John 
Kelly and Soviet Ambassador-at- 
large Nikolai Kozyrev, had met 
but said the parties had agreed to 
keep the talks confidential. 

“These are working discus¬ 
sions, not negotiations. The aim 
is to unders&od each other’s 
positions and ‘identify posable 
points of movement,'’ die spokes¬ 
man said. 

“From the U.S. perspective, 
we see this as an area where both 
of us honestly want to see a 
solution,” be said. 

When Soviet troops withdrew 
from Afghanistan in February, 
many Western observers ex¬ 
pected the Najibullah govern¬ 
ment to collapse within weeks. 

But the Mujahedeen, ham¬ 
pered by internal divisions, have 
secured only six of the 31 provin¬ 
cial capitals and lost a long strug¬ 
gle to take Jalalabad. 

The Soviet ambassador in 
Kabul said last month that the 
Soviet delegation would use the 
Stockholm meeting to propose an 
agreement with the United States 
obliging both superpowers to stop 
supplying arms, for the war. 

“It’s a very effective means of 
stopping the fighting... if we and 
the Americans agree to stop 
now, the fighting will subside 
immediately,” said Ambassador 
Yuli Vorontsov. 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

TUNIS—At an age when most 
other men are about to stop 
working, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has set one lough 
condition for his own retire¬ 
ment from politics — the crea¬ 
tion of a Palestinian state. 

“It’s only a stone's throw 
away,” says Arafat, who nuns 
60 Friday, in a punning refer¬ 
ence to the tactics of the 
Palestinian youngsters waging a 
rebellion for the past 19 months 
against Israeli rule in the occu¬ 
pied territories. 

And Arafat, whose che¬ 
quered headdress and stubbly 
rain have become symbols of 
the Palestinian cause since be 
became chairman of the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in 1969, has pledged to 
finish the job before he thinks 
of quitting. 

“1 long for rest and my only 
hope is that it won't be long and 


that we wilt get back our land, 
for I have spent my life in 
conflict and struggle,” he said 
in a recent interview. 

“When Palestine returns and 
I touch its earth, I will not take 
on the presidency. I will go 
back to being a civil engineer to 
practise the profession winch 
runs in my blood,” he told the 
Paris-based magazine AJ Watan. 
A] Arabi. 

In the meantime be continues 
to live the life of the exiled 
revolutionary on the ran. Sit¬ 
ting from capital to capital in an 
executive jet borrowed from 
Iraq and, for fear of Israeli 
assassins, rarely Sleeping in the 
same place two nights running. 

But his willingness to com¬ 
promise, especially ' his renun¬ 
ciation of terrorism and recog¬ 
nition of Israel's right to exist 
last December, has started to 
bring its own rewards. 

Already honoured in many 
countries as president of the 
State of Palestine, Arafat is 


Doubts cast on future 
of Cyprus unity talks 


NICOSIA (R) — U.N .spon¬ 
sored negotiations on reunifying 
Cyprus face an uncertain fix t u r e 
m the aftermath of a green line 
protest by Greek Cypnots which 
was violently dispersed by Tur¬ 
kish Cypriots two weeks ago. 

“The talks are in doubt, this is 
die situation. A lot has been 
jeopardised,” a Greek-Cypriot 
political source told Reuters. 

Turkish-Cypriot leader Ranf 
Denlttash, who called off a sche¬ 
duled meeting with Cyprus Presi¬ 
dent George Vassiliou, said the 
demonstration showed that 
Greek Cypriots were not ready 
for a partnership on Cyprus. 

“Perhaps Denktash wants to 
slow down the process of die 
talks. The demonstration has 
given him a few tramp cards to 
play,” said a Western political 
source. 

The Greek-Cypriot source con¬ 
tended that Denktash, whose 
government has accused the Un¬ 
ited Nations of favouring the 
Greek Cypriots, was using die 
protest as an excuse to prevari¬ 
cate and prevent the talks prog- 


Vasrihou said after a meeting 


of his national council Monday 
that the overwhelming majority 
of die people supported the talks 
and he thought it was unrealistic 
not to pursue them. 

But two minority parties on the 
council, Diko and Edek, have 
expressed strong disagreement 
with a detailed unity blueprint 
winch the United Nations pre¬ 
sented to the two rides last week. 

Denktash has said die assembly 
in bre&kdaway north Cyprus will 
not convene until after Aug. 21 to 
evaluate the U.N. document 

Northern opposition leader 
Mustafa Akmd, mayor of the 
Turkish-Cypriot sector of Nico¬ 
sia, accused trim of fofiowing what 
he called a rejectionist policy 
without fully evaluating the latest 
U.N. views. 

An official source, referring to 
Diko and Edek, which fear Vasri- 
Kou will make too many “conces¬ 
sions,” said: “It seems as tough 
our rejectiomsts and the Toririsb- 
Cypriot rejectiomsts agree on the 
same pattern.” 

Some Greek Cypriots said 
Diko and Edek spearheaded die 
green line protest July 19, in a bid 
to sabotage the talks. 



U.S. facing major dilemma in Lebanon 





By Charles AJdinger 
Reurer 

WASHINGTON — The Un¬ 
ited States is a shackled giant 
when it comes to military re¬ 
taliation for the reported hang¬ 
ing of kidnapped Marine 
Lieutenant Colonel William 
Higgins, according to defence 
and political analysts. 

They said there were few 
obviously effective means of 
swift superpower vengeance 
against the shadowy under¬ 
ground groups operating in the 
Middle East quagmire. 

“There is no address there 
where you can drop bombs. 
This is not an army you’re 
fighting. What you have is a 
dirty political situation.” said 
Judith Kipper of the private 
Washington-based Brookings 
Institution. 

“The United States doesn't 
have many more information 
for effective military action 
right now than it did "five days 
ago or a year ago," said Fred 
Axelgard at the Centre of 
Strategic and international Stu¬ 
dies. another independent 
think tank. 

President George Bush Mon¬ 
day condemned the reported 
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killing by pro-Iranian kidoap- 
persand cut short a trip to the 
midwest lo return to the White 
House and consider a response. 

Bush, faring a major crisis 
with his presidency only six 
months old, said he was to 
convene his national security 
advisers to “establish to the 
best of our ability if this report 
is true and what might conceiv¬ 
ably be done.” 

Perhaps reflecting the magni¬ 
tude of the problem. Bush bris¬ 
tled when asked by reporters 
what action he might take, 
saying "this is a matter of grave 
concern to the American peo¬ 
ple and discussing in some half¬ 
way manner what might or 
might not be done is not the 
way to conduct a foreign policy 
or the national security policyof 
this country." 

Analysts said the president 
must keep in mind America’s 
continuing vulnerability to a 
cycle of revenge and counter¬ 
revenge. 

Eight other Americans are 
still held hostage in Lebanon, 
completely exposed to punish¬ 
ment for any U.S. action. 

"The president is damned if 
he does and damned if he 
doesn't at this moment. But 
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you can’t order action out of 
frustration,” said Barry Blech- 
man, a military expert with the 
Johns Hopkins School of Adv¬ 
anced International Studies. 

The United States has 21 
warships, including the air¬ 
craft carrier Coral Sea and 
battleship Iowa, in the 
Mediterranean. 

U.S. conventional firepower 
was deployed against Libya in 
1986 after U.S. officials claimed 
they had established a clear link 
between that country and the 
bombing of a West Berlin dis¬ 
cotheque frequented by Amer¬ 
ican soldiers. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 


Bombing raids against Tripo¬ 
li and Benghazi raised interna¬ 
tional criticism, but have been 
widely credited at least by 
American authorities with a sig¬ 
nificant reduction in Libyan- 
linked incidents of international 
“terrorism.” 

But when the battleship New 
Jersey hurled its massive shells 
against Lebanon in 1983 in re¬ 
taliation for a truck bomb 
attack that killed 241 American 
soldiers, results were seen as 


little more useful than an ex¬ 
pression of anger. 

Ore defence official Monday 
expressed frustration at haying 
such power available against 
what the Pentagon sees as fleet¬ 
ing “terrorist” targets. 

“Clearly it is difficult to react 
to these kinds of things. It is 
hard when you’re dealing with 
barbarians,” said the official, 
who asked not to be identified. 

Analysts said the election of 
moderate Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani as president of Iran 
had shed some light at the end 
of the long, dark tunnels of 
U.S.-Iranian relations. 

But they said such hopes 
could be dashed by develop¬ 
ments in Lebanon. 

They said Bush would be weD 
advised to move carefully, 
perhaps asking Israel and Syria 
to try to find out exactly who 
might be responsible for Hig¬ 
gins’ death. 

“You have to be very careful 
here about directly blaming 
Iran for this. And you have to 
question whether Higgins was 
killed today, if indeed be is 
dead,” said Kipper. 

She recalled that some ex¬ 
perts on the region said earlier 
that Higgins might have been 


killed shortly after he was kid¬ 
napped in February of last year, 
or in July after the downing of 
an Iranian airliner by a U.S. 
navy guided-nnssile cruiser. 

A statement from the 
“Organisation of the Oppres¬ 
sed of the Earth” was accompa¬ 
nied by a videotape that -the 
group said showed Higgins 
bound, gagged and hanged. 

It said the group hanged the i 
officer to punish the United 
States and Israel for the abdne-, 
lion of ShTite leader Sheikh : 
Abdul Karim Obeid, seized in 
Lebanon by Israeli com¬ 
mandos. 

Bush over the weekend 
chided Israel, saying that he 
move did nothing, to increase 
stability in the region. 

“If the president thinks that 
Israel was wrong, then'how can 
he call for retaliation?” Kipper 
demanded. 

“The Bush administration 
seems to want to adopt a diffe¬ 
rent approach to Iran than 
blustering and sabre-rattling 
used by (former President 
Ronald) Reagan,” said Axel¬ 
gard. 

“This win take a lot of pati¬ 
ence. But we must move very, 
very carefully here,” 


courted by hundreds of visitors, 
many of whom wait weeks be¬ 
fore receiving his summons. 

Among the viators are biog- 
. raphers seeking firsthand mate¬ 
rial. At least three new biog¬ 
raphies axe in fee making. 

In recognition of bis fame, a 
team from the London wax¬ 
works museum Madame Tus- 
saud’sviated Mm hi tile early 
hours last week to measure 
him, dip one of his few lodes of 
hair and match his roving 
eyeballs against their own artifi¬ 
cial selection. 

In three month’s time, his 
Hfeszze likeness w31 stand there 
alongside those of the British 
royal family, conventional 
statesmen And celebrities from 
tiie worlds of art and sport. 

It was a far cry from the early 
days of Arafat’s career as an 
obscure nationalist agitator in 
the suburbs of Kuwait or later 
as guerrilla commander “Abu 
Amar” with a reputation for 


Rafsanjani 

thanks 

Iranians 

NICOSIA (R) — Ali Akbar ' 
Hashemi Rafsanjani thanked 
Iranians Monday for electing : 
him president and received 
glowing tributes from other , 
Iranian leaders. 

In a message read on Tehran 
Radio, Rafsanjani, 34, stud 
Friday’s elections “opened a 
new chapter in the thick book 
of our glorious islaxnic revolu¬ 
tion.” 

More than 1S.S million peo¬ 
ple voted for Rafsanjani, a 
pragmatist cleric-politician 
who campaigned on a platform 
of developing the economy 
and improving Iran’s relations 
with the outride world. 

A referendum held along¬ 
side tiie election approved a 
series of constitutional amend¬ 
ments increasing the presi¬ 
dent’s power by an over¬ 
whelming majority. 

Ahmad Khomeini, son of 
late supreme leader Ayatollah 
RuhoUah Khomeini, said the 
unity of the Iranian leadership. 
had disappointed enemies who 
predicted armed factional con¬ 
flicts would break out after his 
father’s death. 

“The imam’s (Khomeini’s) 
great affection for yon bes¬ 
poke of his great confidence in 
a man'who has spent most of 
his life in fighting oppression 
and exploitation,” said Ahmad 
in a cable to Rafsanjani. . 

He wished Rafsanjani suc¬ 
cess in consolidating the fore-. 
ign policy principle of “neither 1 
East, nor West” and in sup¬ 
porting the oppressed. j 

“I am dutybound to stand by 
you as before and serve you as 
much as I can,” said Ahmad. 

He wished Rafsanjani suc¬ 
cess in consolidating the fine-, 
ign policy principle of “neither 
East, nor West” and in sup¬ 
porting the oppressed. 

“I am dutybound to stand by 
you as before and serve you as 
much as I can,” said Ahmad, 
42, who was once touted as a 
possible challenger to Rafsan¬ 
jani. 

A member of parliament, 
emoted in a Tehran daily, said 
mere were indications that 
Ahmad'would take up a call by 
deputies to take over Rafsan- 
jani’s vacated seat as speaker 
of Parliament, the Ir anian 
news agency IRNA reported. 

Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mousavi, whose post is abo¬ 
lished under the constitutional 
revisions, said Rafsanjam's 
election heralded bright days 
for Iran. 
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pfenning hijackings, ass a s on a* 
t jniw and attacks on Israeli 
targets. 

■ Old.age has created Arafat 
wen, despite the jet tog, the 
grading schedules, the con¬ 
stant meetings in smokefiHeti 
’rooms. ' : ’ - 

' He has put on weight — his 
waist has spread to a p«tly 100 
centimetres.' according to 
Madazne Tussaud’s— but be 
. remains fit, mentally alert and 
' ar abstemious as ever. _ 

- /Throughout my fife I’ve 
. never drunk tea,- coffee or any 
type- of alcohol. and I doni 
smoke,” he told AI Watan AI. 
Arabi. Possibly as a result, the 
PLO dayman has never been 
reported in hospital, off sick or 
under any medical treatment. 

Far bis loyal followers, espe¬ 
cially Group 17, the closeknit 
«team of commandos from 
which his bodyguards are 
drawn, Arafat was always the 
“Khityar” (old man), anyway, 
and as he grows older, their 


attadunent to him,deepens. 

Bore of PaTtatiniaa emigrant 
parents feuCairom 1929* Arafat 
studied civil engmeenag at 
Fouad University. _ - • 

He worked two. years at a 
cement factory 1 ia^dteTJUe De¬ 
lta town of Mahalte before join¬ 
ing KuwaitV Mrolstfy of 
Works, for which hs built roads 
and buildings jfrom J957 to 
19SL- ' 

He and a.smafl group: of 
Palestinians, many of them sffli 
active id the movement, found¬ 
ed Fatehin Kuwait around.1959 
and from 1963 onwards Arafat 
devoted himself fuStixnc to the 
cause. 

, The PLO chairman says he 
has fallen in love butlde^ded 
no woman -could. puFup. with 
the kind of fife be would have 
to lead : - 

“Love for me was just a.few 
passing moments ... ifs been a 
cruel and difficult life.T haven't 
bad much free time and no time 
at all for pleasure.” 


Ethiopia, Somalia discuss 
repatriation of refugees 


GENEVA (R) — Ethiopian and 
Somali officials have begun talks 
on repatriating an estimated 
840,000 Ethiopian refugees from 
Somalia to their homeland next 
year. United Nations officiate 
said Tuesday. 

Somali’s commissions for re¬ 
fugees, Abdi Mohammad Tarrah, 
and Ethiopian Deputy Interior 
Minister Ketsela Mersha began 
talks in Geneva Monday with 
Deputy U.N. High Commission¬ 
er for Refugees (UNHCR) 
.Arthur -Dewey,, a UNHCR 
spokesman said. 

They were discussing ways to 
register refugees who want to 
return to Ethiopia and how to 
arrange transport and frontier 
crossing points, the spokesman 
told a news conference. 

The refugees, now in 42 camps. 


fled to Somalia after^ fighting be¬ 
tween Ethiopia and Somalia 
broke out in 1977. About 10,000 
have returned home since 1986. 
but accurate estimates of the re¬ 
mainder are difficult because 
many are nomadic people , Cecjl 
Kpenoo/UNHCR regional direc¬ 
tor for Africa, said. 

He said the estimate of 840,000 
was a “planning figure” given by 
Somalia, but me.actual number 
could be lower when the registra¬ 
tion process got under way. 

The. talks- do not coyerL400,000 
Somali refiigees in two camps ui 
Ethiopia. 

■ Kpesou said the Geneva talks, 
expected to end Tuesday or 
Wednesday, sought to outline 
preparatory procedures so that 
repatriation cook) begin in 1990. 


Pro-Palestinian song 
upsets Israeli army 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)- t- A popular Israeli 
singer of Egyptian descent, asked 
- to entertain at an army general's 
going-away party, caused a minor 
upset at the party'by singing a 
song about the^19-month Palesti¬ 
nian uprising. 

The 2fr-year-okl ringer, Haya 
Samir, appeared on Israel Televi¬ 
sion Monday to defend herself 
after newspaper reports said her 
performance the night frefore^was 
greeted with bobs and shouts 
from an audience that included 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

The song she sang included 
such lines as ‘Those oppressed 
on the road, ...prisoners of kill¬ 
ing... hungry for justice... chew¬ 
ing thefr hatred... mother earth is 
bleeding, wounded by the war, 
cursed by force and hatred.” 

Samir, who served m army as a 
member of an entertainment 
troupe, was invited because she 
was a favourite of Major Genera] 
Yitzhak Mordechai, who was 
being honoured wife a party as he 
was transferred from head of the 
army’s southern command to 
head of central command. 

In the job he is leaving, Mor¬ 
dechai was responsible for put¬ 
ting down , the uprising in the. 
occupied Gaza Strip. His new 
responsibility will be the West 
Bank, also tom by the revolt. 

The mass-circulation daily 
Maariv quoted one top officer as 
remarking after the show; “l am 
shocked. Yitzhak Mordechai 
loved her-tinging-and-we wanted 
to give him a nice time. She used 

05.. 

According to the paper, Samw - 
said after the party,* *1 did not 


intend to ring'a political song 
This is a sang about fife.” 

Speaking brad Television 
Monday, Samirsaid that the idea 
to sing ihe controversial song, 
which she wrote herself, came to 
her as she mounted the stage. 

Samir was born to Egyptian 
Muslim parents who immigrated 
to Israel. Israeli newspapers arid 
she was tire only Arab woman to 
ever serve in tile army, though 
some Arab men xegulaify save in 
the Israeli military. 

Samir’s song, ip Hebrew, in¬ 
cluded these words: 

“Captives of lolling are drawn to 
it blindly, 

“Hungry for justice and chewing 
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“While calmness cries out 
“To aU the sons of the earth.” 
And these: 

“Mother earth ia bleeding, 

“She has been wounded by war.” 

SLA kills 
3 Palestinians 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon(R) — 
Israeli-backed nufitiamen kflled 
three Palestinians in South Leba- A 
non Tuesday three kilometres 
from ' Israel’s border, security 
sources said. 

They said nrifitiames of the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) kil¬ 
led the Palestine Liberation Front . 
(PIE) fighters in the town of 
Bula inside Israel’s setf-dedared 
“security zone”. 

Both sides used hand grenades 
ana machine-guns in the.dash, 
the sources said. .J ■ 

1 The ELF is split into two fac¬ 
tions. 
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Ministry to celebi 
Islamic New Year 
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AMMAN (Petra)_The 

^ wbu* fens on Ttafay, 

■ ^. M ahmo^ Awatli from the 

‘E?55 y .“ Aw ^ rf ^ that ami- 
br rcfagrons ceremonies win be 

_ The ^ government announced 
afl gcwemmeo 1 institutions 
and pobhc organisations win to- 

mam closed on the occasion 
The Mmistry of Awqaf also 

irWtttnfwt ■ _ 


ptgPWfgs to Mecca, performed 
car&nr last mo nth. 

^The reports have been sobmit- 
by special committees soper- 
vising the pflgrimage, upon re¬ 
quest from the ministry which 


“wuiuuy organises ise piigrrmage 
for Jordanian Muslims. 

Also Tuesday a Ministry of 
Awqaf committee charged-with 
supporting -the restoration of 
mosques and carrying out chant- 
able activities, held a meeting' 
Tuesday under'-tile chfirrmsmcftm 


of the mimstry*s Secretary Gener¬ 
al Ahmad Hilayei. 

The committee, which groups, 
representatives of refigtous orga¬ 
nisations in Jordan and Kuwait, is. 


Government studying 
sale of Sawt Al Shaab 


AMMAN (AP) — Infor mation 
Minister Nasonh Al MajaK said 
Monday the government is study¬ 
ing sate of the Sawt Al Shaab 
newspaper, one of three da ffi e s it 
owns in the 

“We are going to. start the 
process of privatising, starting 
•with Sawt Al Shaab” Majali told 
i .reporters at a periodic luncheon 
'.meeting. 

He said it would “not neces¬ 
sarily” also sell off its majority 
.interest in the Kingdom’s other 
.two Arabic daily newspapers, Al 
RaT and Al Dnstour, which it 


took over last year — removing 
them from the private sector. 

The government owns 80 to 85 
per cent of Sawt Al Shaab, which 
claims a circulation of a httie over 
20,000 a day. A source at the 
newspaper said it had lest about. 
JD 1 milli on since 1983. 

Majali said an announcement 
of the sale was expected “very 
soon.” 

He said it was possible that 
some shares would be sold on the 
local stock; market while others 
might go to groups. 



ROYAL DECREE: A' Royal Decree was issued Tuesday approving 
an agreement between the four member countries of the Arab 
Cooperation GouncQ (ACC) cm cooperating in legal and judicial 
.matters. The agreement signed in Alexandria last month' allows for 
the extradition of criminals among the four member countries. 
Another Royal Decree issued Tuesday endorsed an amendment to a 
law concerning the employment of doctors and pharmacists by the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and their allowances. (Petra) 

PRINCESS BASMA OPENS EXHIBITION: Her Royal High¬ 
ness Princess Ba&ma Tuesday opened an exhibition of natural rose 
. saplings at the Royal Cultural Centre. The proceeds of the three-day 
; exhibition will go;to the Friends of Kidney Patients Association. 
(Petra) 

ACC EDUCATION MINISTERS MEET: Mnbter of Education 

Dr. Abdullah Nsour hasled the Jor danian educational to 

the first meeting of the Arab. Cooperation Council (ACC) ministers 
of education which opened -in Baghdad Tuesday. During the 
three-day-meetings, the ministers will set new strategiesfbrcoopera- 
ttonand coordinationin'the"fidtf tit ^ednicatioift'ni&fication of 
camcnia, scholarships, as well as massing of efforts with regard to 
elimination of illiteracy and. teaching the elderly. (Petra) 

• MAJALI OPENS EXHIBITION OF CARTOONS: Minister of. 
Information and Culture Nasouh Al Majali Tuesday opened an 
exhibition of cartoons by . the late Jordanian artist Rabah Al 
.Sughayyar who used to work for die Jordan Press Foundation, Al 
Ra’i and Jordan Tunes. The several-day exhibition, held by the 
Plastic Artists Association, tndikfes acollection of his works . (Petra) 

ASSAD RECEIVES MALAYSIAN ENVOY: Minister of Higher 
Education Dr. Nassereddin Al Assad Tuesday received the Malay¬ 
sian ambassador to Jordan at. the conclusion of-bis tour of dmy. 
During die meeting, they discussed means to bolster trilateral 
relations. (Petra) 

NEW INDUSTRIAL GUIDEBOOK: The Amman Chamber of 
Industry has'issued a new guidebook on Jordanian industries for 
1989. The guidebooks, issued in Arabic and English, includes a list of 
Jordanian industrial companies, their various products and size of 
production. (Petra) 

ARAB TRADE, ECONOMIC COOPERATION: Jordan, along 
with 11 Arab countries, is taking part in a three-day meeting which 
■ started 'in Tunis Tuesday to discuss cooperation in trade and 
economic cooperation.. Facilitating tirade among Arab countri es an d 
removing all forms of customs restrictions on . 36 types of industrial 
commodities, will be among the subjects to be discussed at the 
meeting, which is being attended by specialised Ara b Lea gue 
organisations and a number of Arab funds and financial institutions. 
(Petra) - - ... ... ; . 

COURSE FOR JUDGES ENDS: A total of twenty-five judges 
and attorney generals have concluded a month-long course at the 
Jordan Judicial Institute. (Pot* a) 


ACC chambers of industry 
will meet in Alexandria 


ALEXANDRIA (Petra) — Un-. 

- ions of Chambers of Industry in 
■the four member Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council (ACC) countries will 

; hold a meeting in Alexandria on . 
Aug. 28 ami 29 to discuss coor¬ 
dination among the four coon- 
• tries in industry-related affa i r s. 

, Dr. Adel Jazarin, head of the 
'Egyptian Industries Federation 

•who made the announcement, 

- said rtutf foe Chambers of Indus¬ 
try were expected also to 
announce the estabBshmeat of a 


federation for their chambers in 
Egypt, Jordan^ Iraq and -North 
Yemen during the coating two- 
day meeting. In fact, he said, 
committees from the four coun¬ 
tries have been at weak preparing 
for the federation.; 

In addition, he said, the com-, 
ing meeting will discuss the im¬ 
plementation of a number of joint 
industrial projects and in estab-. 
tishment of an industrial data 
bank benefittiiig foe four coun- 
. tries. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

7 heA>Zfowmg fistipgs are compiled Gxp monthly buS&insand 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are adn&d to verify the bsted 
time and place with the concerned mstttntxms. 

exhibitions 

* A plastic arts exhibition by foe Stodent Affaira Depwtfoari’s 
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Art GaHay. 

ik'An exMilfom of carte** by foe 

Sughayyar at the Ftetfc Artiste AsBodatiop, a 
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* A lecture entitled.‘<The Middle B** Tea V«»Ato Ou*i» 
Bp. Wffian Qnand:, serforfeflow at foe Brookings 

Institution!, at the/Ametkai Cortre — 6M pjn. ... 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Wednesday 
marks the birthday of Her 
Majesty Queen Zein Al Sharaf, 
the Queen Mother. 

" On this joyous occasion, the 
fB iiHK of foe Hachiw^tf K ing- 
dom of Jordan extend their 
warmest wishes and congra¬ 
tulations to Her Majesty and 
proudly remember bar untiring 
devotion and sacrifices to the 



Her Majesty has embodied 
the greatest sense of mother¬ 
hood by seffiesdy devoting her 
entire life to her eldest son Efis 
Majesty King Hussein, her sous 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Mohammad and Prince Has- 
san, the Crown Prince, and her 
daughter. Her Rqja] Highness 
Princess Basina. 

The Queen Mother has also 
contributed to the strong 
women's movement in Jordan, 
leading foe way as a staunch 
defender of women’s rights. 

The Queen Mother contri¬ 
butes effectively to social ami 
humanitarian services and 
tins particular attention to 



HM Queen Zein Al Sharaf 

charitable organisations and 
voluntary institutions. 

She was president of the first 
women's society in Jordan in 
1944 and since then she spared 
no efforts in providing support 
for aO voluntary and humanita¬ 
rian causes in the Kingdom. 
Much of the Queen Mother's 


attention is directed towards an 
orphanage in Amman named 
-after her, providing it with 
care, financial assistance and 
backing. 

May Her Majesty enjoy 'a 
pleasant birthday and the 
Jordanian people wish her 
many happy re t urns of the day. 


Ein Ghazal archaeological site 
receives municipal protection 


AMMAN (AP) — A major 
archaeological site won partial 
protection from development 
Tuesday when the city of Amman 
expropriated land for it, foe 
mayor said. 

Mayor Abdul Raonf Al 
Rawabdeh said foe city expropri¬ 
ated about 40 dunums (roughly 
10 acres) at Ein Ghazal on the 
capital's outskirts and would pre¬ 
sent it to foe Department of 
Antiquities. 

Excavations at Ein Ghazal, 
which started in 1982, uncovered 
settlements dating back to about 


7.250 B.C. and produced several 
startling human statuettes more 
than 8,600 years old. 

The Stone Age village thrived 
at about the same time as early 
Jericho — and appears to have 
been far larger, according to 
archaeologists. 

The first excavation project, 
led by archaeologists from Jor¬ 
dan, San Diego State University 
in California and the University 
of Nevada, Reno, finished last 
month. 

But Department of Antiquities 


Director Ghari Bisha said work 
would continue. “It’s going to 
take maybe decades to investi¬ 
gate the ate,” he said. 

The site was discovered when 
bulldozers cut into the earth in 
building a highway. That de¬ 
velopment and others destroyed 
much of the site. 

“In a way its a pity that a large 
part of It is lost, but we cannot 
help it," said Bisha, who noted 
that without foe road project, the 
ancient village would never have 
been discovered. 


Amman-1 rbid road project is 
expected to end in summer 1990 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A JD 6.5 
million road project Uniting Am¬ 
man with foe northern city of 
Iitid which was due to be com¬ 
pleted last February, is now ex¬ 
pected to be accomplished in foe 
summer of 1990, according to 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Shafiq Zawaideh. 

Work on the project started in 
March 1987 but due to unex¬ 
pected diffiaihics encountered by 
foe local contracting company, 
there were inevitable delays, the 
minister said in an exclusive inter¬ 
view with foe Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily newspaper. 

The minister noted that the 
Mmistry of Public Works had set 

S a committee to investigate foe 
ays and to supervise foe com¬ 
pletion of foe project 
“Thanks to foe dffigent work erf 
foe committee at least 65 per cent 
of foe total project has now been 
completed, and summer 1990 is 
foe new deadline for the total 
completion,” foe minister added. 

Referring to some of the fac¬ 
tors that caused the delay. 



Shafiq Zawaideh 

Zawaideh said that these in- 
chided work which was going on 
simultaneously on electricity, wa¬ 
ter and telephone networks, 
especially at municipal areas such 
as Huson and Nuweuneh. 

The Irbid-Amman project was 
awarded to a local company and 
foe Mmistry of Public Works is 
keen on such practice in order to 
give foe chance to local contrac¬ 


tors to undertake major projects, 
Zawaideh pointed out. 

In the past five years the Minis¬ 
try of Public Works awarded a 
total of JD 655 million worth of 
road projects to all contractors 
and nearly JD 448 million went to 
local contractors, Zawaideh 
noted. 

Foreign firms awarded tenders 
for building roads normally em¬ 
ploy Jordanian labourers and a 
lot of foe locally produced build¬ 
ing materials, the minister added. 

The minister disclosed that due 
to foe present economic situation 
in Jordan a number of road pro¬ 
jects have been cancelled dunng 

1989 and in planning projects for 

1990 the mmistry will take into 
consideration the fact that such 
reduction in road 1 projects will 
continue. 

But foe minis ter said tha t 
allocations will be made for im¬ 
portant projects to be implem- 
neted during foe coining year in 
addition to maintenance work on 
existing roads. 


Technical college to provide 4-year 
scientific courses for Yarmouk 


IRBID (J.T.) — A technical col¬ 
lege affiliated to Yarmouk Uni¬ 
versity will provide four year 
courses in electronics, com¬ 
munications, computers as well as 
energy distribution and control 
starting from the craning 1989- 
1990 academic year, according to 
an announcement by the college, 
dean. Dr. Mohammad Abu' 
Saleh. 

Abu Saleh explained that the 


college, which was established in 
.1984, used to turn out graduates 
wtih three-year courses awarding 
them only a diploma, but 
arrangements have been made so 
that from now on graduates will 
receive a B.Sc. degree in these - 
specialisations. 

Special laboratories have now 
been installed at the University to 
provide courses in these fields 
which are of great demand in the 




local market and abroad, Abu 
Saleh added. 

When the college was first 
established it admitted only 54 
students but in foe coming year a 
total of 180 students with Tawjihi 
certificates at an average of at 
least 80 per cent will be admitted, 
Abu Saleh pointed out. . 

Abu Saleh said that the college 
was financed by Hisham Adib 
Hijjawi and was named after him. 





Students at the 
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Committees begin 
revising voter lists 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Committees entrusted with revis¬ 
ing voter lists for the coming parliamentary elections 
embarked on their task Wednesday and according to 
the law they have 57 days to complete their work, 

Amman Governor Mohammad Ali Al Amin said. 


He said in an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, that 
nomination of candidates r unning 
for elections will take place 25 
days before the election day. and 
that the counting of votes should 
be completed in one day, accord¬ 
ing to foe election law. 

Amin said that the commit¬ 
tees are being assisted in their 
work by information received 
from foe Civil Registration De¬ 
partment and the courts of law 
because they have to include 
citizens who reached 19 years of 
age, who are eligible to vote, and 
will omit the names of convicted 
persons who are serving sent¬ 
ences in jail. 

The committees, Axnin added. 
wiU also be dealing with com¬ 
plaints and protests raised by 
members of the public. 

Referring to elections in the 
capital, Amin said Amman has 
been divided into seven electoral 
zones to facilitate the election 
process and that a total of 21 seats 
in the coming parliament will be 
filled by candidates from the Am¬ 
man area. 

The committees embarked on 
the amendment and revision of 
foe voter lists in the wake of a 
Royal Decree which was issued 
Monday, providing for holding 
parliamentary elections in 
accordance with foe first article of 


paragraph 34 of the Jordanian 
constitution. 

The election (aw states that the 
cabinet should set the date of the 
elections following the issuance 
of the Royal Decree. 

The government has not yet 
announced the exact date for the 
elections but press reports predict 
that it will be in November. 

Another Royal Decree issued ' 
last month endorsed an amend¬ 
ment to the 1986 election law 
which increased the number of 
seats in the Lower House of 
Parliament from 72 to SO. 

The amendment included mod¬ 
ifications on constituency' divi¬ 
sions which, under the revised 
law will be divided according to 
govern orates except for Amman 
and Irbid Govemorates. 

Under the new law. Irbid Gov- 
emorate will have 19 seats in the 
coining parliament. 

Balqa Govemorale eight. Zai- 
qa six. Mafraq three. Karat nine. 
Ma'an five. Tafileh three and the 
badia six seats. 

Petra reported from Karat that a 
local committee charged with re¬ 
vising voter lists has started its 
work and is registering citizens 
wishing to vote in the coming 
elections. 

Karak Governor Fayez Al 
Abbadi said that four centres 
have been opened in the K.irak 



Mohammad Ali Al Amin 

area for the registration process. 

Similar committees have 
embarked on the lask in Taiileh. 
Zarqa. Irbid and other areas. 

Irbid Governor Jawdat Sbul 
said that the Irbid Govemoratc 
has been divided into five elec¬ 
tion ureas to facilitate the election 
process. 

He said that a total of 2S7.121 
citizens in the govemorale, out of 
nearly one million people, are 
eligible to vote, but after th: 
revision of the voter lists th. 
number was expected io jump to 
WO.OM. 

Meanwhile, an official at (he 
Ministry of interior said Tue-*liy 
that the committees hjve been 
asked to continue (he process of 
registering voters Friday which is 
a public holiday so as to cope with 
the number of people wishing to 
register. 




ARAM CO gets $50,000 to Bethlehem University 


AMMAN — The Arab-American Oil Company 
(ARAMCO) of Sandi Arabia has donated $50,000 
to Bethlehem University to help it carry out with 
its educational tasks in the occnpied Arab territor¬ 
ies. A cheque for the sum was handed to 
Bethlehem University President Dr. Raonf Najjar 


by ARAMCO representative in Jordan Jamal Al 
Saraireh, who wished foe university continued 
success in its endeavours. ARAMCO spends more 
than a million dollars annually in support of Arab 
universities and charitable organisations in the 
Israeli-occupied Arab lands (Petra photo) 


Arab anti-smoking conference 
to be held in Amman on Sept. 2 
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By Suhair Obeidat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — “Towards an Anti- 
Smoking Arab Society” will be 
the slogan of the second Arab 
anti-smoking conference, to be 
held in Amman from Sept. 2 to 4. 
The conference is organised by 
the National Jordanian Anti- 
Smoking Society, in cooperation 
with foe Ministry of Health, the 
Council of Arab Health Ministers 
and the World Health Organisa¬ 
tion (WHO). 

According to the president of 
the preparatory committee of the 
-conference. Dr. Mohammad 
Shreim, all Arab countries were 
invited, and hopefully will partici¬ 
pate. 

The opening session will be 
held at the Royal Cultural Cen¬ 
tre, under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and closed working ses¬ 
sions are to be held at the Phi¬ 
ladelphia Hotel. 

Speaking in a press conference 
Tuesday. Shreim announced that 
the conference will deride upon 
the naming of the unified Arab 
action against smoking, prelimin- 
ariy called . “the Anti-Smoking 
Arab Group.” 

“The conference will endorse 
the basic law and internal system 
for the group, to be based in 
Amman, and will issue an official 
statement to announce the crea¬ 
tion of foe group.” he said. 

Shreim stressed foe importance 
of such a group, so as to find the 
best ways to fight smoking, by 
which time, effort and money will 
be saved. 

He added foal the group aims 
at defining foe size and nature of 
the smoking problem in the Arab 
World, so as to reach unified and 
coordinated efforts and plans to 
fight smoking and protect foe 
coming generations from its dan¬ 
gers. 

“The group also aims at chang¬ 
ing social values regarding the 
smoking habit, and will try to 
highlight its nagative effects on 


the individuals and (he society as 
a whole.” he said. 

In its vigorous drive against 
smoking, the group will aim to 
spread awareness concerning (he 
health, social and economic 
hazards of smoking on (he indi¬ 
vidual and the community. 

It will encourage the inclusion 
of the smoking problem in school 
curricula, in addition to the hold¬ 
ing of local and national seminars 
and conferences. 

Anti-smoking societies and 
organisations are also to be 
formed in the Arab countries that 
do not. yet, have such activities, 
on the popular and formal levels. 

Dr. Azmi Sharayha. a member 
of the administrative committee 
of the National Jordanian Anti- 
Smoking Society, who is also a 
member of the preparation com¬ 
mittee. spoke at the press confer¬ 
ence. highlighting (he activities of 
foe society. 

"The society, which was found¬ 
ed in 1981 and currently presided 
by the. Minister of Health Dr. 
Zuhair Malhas. has come a long 
way from where it first started”. 
One of the major achievements 
of the society was the organising 
of numerous anti-smoking semi¬ 
nars, in which we tried to educate 
the citizens about the dangers of 
smoking. It also took part in 
open-panel discussions through 
radio, in which the problem of 


smoking was throughly discus¬ 
sed." he said. 

According to Shreim. the soci¬ 
ety will cany out a comprehen¬ 
sive statistical study, in which the 
size of the smoking problem will 
be defined. "This is a unique 
study that has not yet been car¬ 
ried out in any other Arab coun¬ 
try.” Shreim said. 

Attending the press confer¬ 
ence. was also Dr. Abdul Majeed 
Al Tal. who said: "We are in a 
food security crisis in the Arab 
World. Eighty per cent of what 
we eat and drink is imported. 
Tobacco has a big hand in the 
crisis, since it is planted and 
manufactured in many Arab 
countries, such as Jordan. Syria 
and Iraq. JO.OUO-mUKMI dunums 
of the best agricultural land, are 
planted with tobacco in Jordan. 
This consequently results in the 
decrease of space on land meant 
for planting food." he said. 

Tal said (hat aside from the fact 
that chemicals used for treating 
tobacco are very expensive, a 
notable amount is absorbed in the 
plant and later on is transferred 
to the human body. 

Tal then pointed out that the 
Wesi. in its attempis to counter¬ 
act the tobacco industry, has 
picked up a new trend, switching 
from medication to food, and that 
the Arab World is advised lo 
follow this example. 


CONDOLENCES 

The chief editor and staff of the Jordan Times 
express their deep condolences and sympathy 
with thier colleague, Mathews EdavazLIkkal 
Mathai, over the untimely death of his wife. 


aged 27, who passed away Tuesday, Aug. 1, 
after giving birth to triplets. 

May the departed soui rest in peac* 
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©Si terrorism 


U.S. SENATE minority leader Robert Dole was of course 
right when he openly and strongly criticised Israel for 
abducting Lebanese Shi’ite leader Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid. The operation. Dole correctly asserted, has precipi¬ 
tated the killing of American hostage William Higgins and 
threatened the lives of nine American hostages and scores of 
others including Terry Waite. It is worthwhile recalling that 
Senator Dole has this to say in the aftermath of the 
kidnapping of Sheikh Obeid: “I would hope the Israelis 
would take another look at some of their actions which they 
must know in advance endanger American lives.” He went 
on to say: “When it endangers the lives of Americans in 
some foreign country perhaps a little more responsibility on 
the part of the Israelis one of these days would be 
refreshing.” 

Obviously Dole and many silent Americans have deckled 
to speak up to release their pent up frustrations with Israel's 
behaviour. For much too long Israel was outrageously 
contemptuous of international norms and guidelines and 
often acted like a bandit state unperturbed by international 
law and customary nation-state rules. By taking the law into 
its own hands for decades. Its vision and national behaviour 
became so distorted and warped that even its closest allies 
and friends became enraged and exasperated by its actions. 

Surely Israel must know that it is one thing for an 
organisation or a group to engage in piracy and kidnapping 
and quite another for a modern state to lower itself so often 
to the same standard of behaviour. The central problem 
here is that Israel was allowed to get away with murder for 
so long that it got to the point where it calculates that it can 
continue to get away with murder, kidnapping, demolition 
of homes and expulsion of people from their country without 
earning much of a stir where it counts most. 

StiU. all these explanations would not lessen the gravity 
of the execution of Lt. Colonel Higgins, who was in the 
service of the United Nations when he was abducted a year 
and a half ago. His outrageous killing was apparently a 
reaction to the kidnapping of Sheikh Obeid and therefore he 
sadly paid with bis own blood for the blatantly unstate-like 
abduction of Obeid by the Israeli army. 

Now it seems that the lives of Terry Waite and others are 
also threatened unless Israel releases Sheikh Obeid forth¬ 
with. Under the circumstances it behoves Sheikh Obeid to 
exercise Islamic traditions, at their most solemn and sublime 
levels, by appealing to his people and supporters to refrain 
From further shedding of innocent blood in reaction to 
Israel’s lawlessness. By taking the first compassionate move. 
Sheikh Obeid would surely gain the sympathy and support 
of all mankind which will surely galvanize on such a scale 
that his release would become imminent. By such a gesture, 




for all other civilisations to see and appreciate. 


DR&AH PRESS EDITORIALS 


AN editorial in Tuesdays edition or A! Ra’I Arabic daily 
commented on His Majesty King Hussein's visit to Saudi Arabia 
for talks with King Fahd on issues of concern to the Arab Nation. 
The paper said that the Palestine question in general and means to 
support the intifada in particular were at the top of the list of 
topics discussed by the two leaders. But the two monarchs have 
other issues on their mind too ranging from the situation in 
Lebanon and means to end the bloodshed there to bilateral 
subjects, the paper noted. The two leaders are deeply concerned 
over the interests of the Arab Nation and it is natural for them to 
come together atul discuss issues like Lebanon and Palestine 
which have deep effect on the whole Arab Nation, the paper 
continued. King Hussein's endeavours, the paper said, do not 
stop at any Arab border but transcends all Arab lands where 
action is to be taken to safeguard Arab interests. There is no 
doubt, added the paper, that the economic situation in the 
Kingdom also will have a special attention at the talks in Saudi 
Arabia. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily says that the Jordanian people can 
not help sympathising with the family of the assassinated 
American colonel who was abducted and then killed in Lebanon 
in retaliation for Israel’s terrorist actions and kidnapping of a local 
religious leader. Abdul Rahim Omar says that Israel and the 
United States are to blame for the escalation of tension and the 
continued bloodshed in the whole area, and for all Israel's 
atrocities committed against the innocent Arab people of Leba¬ 
non and Palestine. Israel has ignored a threat by the group that 
killed Higgins and has unsuccessfully tried to trade the abducted 
religious leader with three Israeli soldiers held by the same group, 
and thus it has caused the United States and the United Nations 
forces in Lebanon to lose an innocent soldier, the writer notes. He 
says that the Israelis have not succeeded in their evil plots neither 
has the United Stares secured the release of the abducted colonel 
thanks to the official and organised Israeli terrorist actions in the 
region. Had there been no Israeli occupation of southern 
Lebanon in the first place, adds the writer, there would have 
never been any reason for the colonel and the U.N. forces to be 
present in that area, and had there been no Israeli abduction of 
the Shi’ite sheikh there would have never been any killing. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily commented on the coming parliamentary 
elections in Jordan and said that with the royal decree issued 
Monday the way is thus paved for the elections in the Kingdom. 
TTie decree was the first step coming in the wake of an end to all 
obstacles in the way Of the elections and following preparations by 
the Ministry of Interior, said the paper. It noted that the local 
newspapers" are now full of notices by the hopeful candidates 
ureing the public to vote for them in the coming election expected 
in November. It seems that everything is gearing up for the 
elections in Jordan and it is a novelty for thousands of youths who 
are voting for the first time in their lives, added the paper. What is 
■hoped, the paper added, is to see a greater awareness among the 
public so that the coming parliament will group true represents^ 
rives of the Jordanian people. _._ 


ECOLIGHT 


By Jawad Ajnani 


The dilemma of economic success 


THE panthers of Asia are now at the centre of world attention. 
They are truly the champions of the global economy in the decade 
1985-1994. Japan, Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea and Hong 
Kong have swept the world markets. Their total share of world 
trade has been increasing at astronomical rates, and their annual 
trade volume exceeds 5400 billion. They have under their disposal 
the largest foreign exchange reserves. 

Taiwan merits special attention. This island of 36,000 square 
kilometres and twenty million people is showing a marvellous 
success. Twenty years ago they were famous for their cheap 
skilled labour, their textile and toys, and heavy dependence on 
exports to the U.S. Meanwhile, they had to stand ready for 
possible outside invasion, basically from mainland China. Thus, a 
good share of their hard work had to be allocated for defence 
purposes. 

Taiwan is about 65 per cfcnt mountains. The main natural 
resource these mountains avail is marble and granite and some 
semi-precious stones. The rest of the country is flat lands hosting 
the major cities and intensive agricultural activity. Despite that, 
the Taiwanese were able, through hard work, discipline and good 


planning to achieve setf-suffidenCy in food and even export a 
substantial surplus. 

The country’s modern history started to 1949 when General 
Chi an g Kai Chek arrived with his loyal troops and subjects into 
Formosa from mainland China. The job of assimilating the new 
migrants with the indigenous population started with a relatively 
high degree of success. The story of a forty year trip from rags to 
riches culminated to a country which feels that it is vic timise d by 
world politics and balance of power struggle that is treating the m 
with injustice. 

Taiwan’s success is not without a price. A friend of mine, Mr. 
Li, keeps telling me: “We have too much freedom now. Our kids 
are spoilt and they want more and more everyday.” Taipei Is a 
dty surrounded by mountains, and clouds of smog fin peoples’, 
lungs. Traffic jams is a problem, and building more roads and - 
freeways is very expensive in a country where the price of a square 
metre of land could reach $50,000. 

No matter what its problems are, Taiwan is a country that 
stands as an example for other countries eager to achieve 


sustainable economic growth with abundant human skills, scarce 
natural resources and large external threats. . • - - 

The country is fully aware of the challenges which lie ahead. 
They plan.to meet them with vigour. Yet Taiwan is like Jordan in 
many ways. In success Taiwan his to - keep standing On-.its toes,, 
and periods of downntms it has to strive for survival. So far, 
Taiwan managed to carry through with flying colours. . 

.Thefar East is unique. It has its own deep rivalries. Yet. the 
people to 4hat j»rt of me world manage to find a civilised way to 
keep peace-'and shrug aside the notion of open direct conflicts. 

of war- General Wcazo Chiatig, son of Chiang Kai Click, 
and chairman of Taiwan’s - National Security Council advocates 
what he calls “mellow offensive.” It means “do not fight your 
enemy with your men. Pressure him to break from within. 

Success has its problems.. It leads to higher expectations. New 
generations begin to complain .of the old ways. If the inter- 
generation diversity of opinions is not narrowed, seeds of conflict 
could prosper. This is the real human challenge feeing Asia’s 
tigers. 


Christians, Israel and the intifada 


By Daond Kuttab 

THERE has long been a complex 
relationship between the Israeli 
authorities and the Christian 
community to the Holy Land. 
The Israelis largely succeeded to 
dealing differently with the reli¬ 
gious leadership and the Christ¬ 
ian community. The fact that the 
spiritual leadership mainly con¬ 
sists of foreign nationals, while 
the community is Palestinian, 
helped Israel maintain this dual 
relationship. 

For many years the Israelis 
have managed to keep the spir¬ 
itual leadership either apolitical 
or pro-Israeli, despite the 
nationalist sentiments of the 
Palestinian Christian community. 
In return, the Israeli authorities 
provided the leaders with certain 
privileges- The church leaders’ 
control over the community 
stems from the fact that the 
church is a major land owner and 
a provider of homes and salaries 
to many Christians. Also the fact 
that all issues relating to changes 
to personal status (marriages, di¬ 
vorces and inheritance papers) 
and controlled by the church 
gives its leaders another source of 
power. 

It is against this background 
that Jerusalem's Israeli Mayor 
Teddy Kollek was shocked by a 
strongly anti-Israel political state¬ 
ment issued by the heads of the 
Christian communities to Jeru¬ 
salem to late April. Normally 
calm and restrained, Kollek re¬ 
sponded angrily by claiming that 
the statement was the product of 
“Muslim terror” and that the 
Christian community was being 
threatened by the Muslim major¬ 
ity. This was untrue, and KoUek 
never provided any evidence for 
it, but it reflected another area 
where the gap between Israel and 
those living in the areas occupied 
in 1967 was widening. 

Ever since the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion, the authorities have been 
successful to claiming the sup¬ 
port, or at least the lack of 
antagonism, of the Christian 
community’s leaders. Unlike its 
relations with the Islamic waqf, 
the Israelis have gone to great 
lengths to slay on good terms with 
the church leaders, -who generally 
have excellent relations with 
Israel’s firm supporters to Israel 
and the U.S. good relations with 
Israel were also the desire of 
church leaders themselves, who 
wanted to preserve their prop¬ 
erties and privileges. The Israeli 
government exempted the church 
from paying taxes (the Islamic 


For ail your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 

please call: 

AMIN FA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisjni 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 004670. 604690 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is: Circle. Jabai Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

f>:30-Midnieht 

Tel. 638968 


waqf is forced to pay), granted 
them VIP treatment at the border 
crossings, and issued them special 
diplomatic license plates. 

But while the Israeli govern¬ 
ment was generous to the church 
leaders, they treated Palestinian 
Christians with less enthusiasm. 
At first, the Israeli military au¬ 
thorities used gentle tactics on the 
villages and towns that had large 
Christian populations, but when 
the Christians resisted the Israeli 
occupation as strongly as the 
Muslims, they were treated in the 
same way. 


e power ol 
Orthodox 


Church 


Israel was able to get away with 
this dual policy for a long time, 
continuing its excellent relations 
with church leaders while perse¬ 
cuting their communities. This 
duality was also able to survive, 
because, in most cases, the lead¬ 
ers stressed the apolitical nature 
of their roles. 

The religious traditions to Jeru¬ 
salem and the Holy Land were 
also a major plus for the Israelis. 
These provide the Greek Ortho¬ 
dox Church with immense power. 
The oldest Christian church in 
Jerusalem is considered the 
“Mother Church” and no other 
church has the power or the right 
to initiate any action, especially 
any unified action, without its 
support and consent. The Israelis 
also tried very hard to keep on 
good terms with the Patriarch and 
the bishops, who were all Greek 
nationals. In many instances the 
hierarchy took advantage of this 
relationship by using their pri¬ 
vilege of crossing to the West 
Bank in their own cats without 
being searched to smuggle illegal 
materials. In one instance, the 
Israelis discovered gold and drugs 
to the car of the Greek Orthodox 
patriarch and did nothing. Some 
observers think that a deal was 
struck to which the Patriarch 
would render certain things Israel 
needed — property or political 
support? — while the Israelis 
would keep the tid on the story 
and take no action against him. 

The effect of the intifada 

But the intifada brought an end 
to the double standards that 
Israel was applying. The Christ¬ 
ian community began to put 
pressure on the leaders to take a 
stand against what was happening 
to the occupied territories. Press¬ 
ure was also coming from the 
Catholic Church which, unlike 
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the Orthodox, was witnessing a 
major process of Palestinjamsa- 
tion of its clergy. The appoint¬ 
ment of a Palestinian at its head 
increased the pressure on church 
leaders to take a political stand. 

For months after the intifada 
started the churches did tittle. In 
January 1988 they called for a 
week of prayer and lasting and 
said that the church stood with 
the oppressed, but did little to 
follow this up. Even when pre¬ 
dominantly Christian towns like 
Beit Sahur and Beit Jala were 
under curfew, the church leaders 
were unable to do more than visit 
them after the curfew had been 
lifted. 

Two months ago, however, the - 
Greek Orthodox Church sudden¬ 
ly became genuinely interested to 
political issues. Sources dose to 
the church said that this began 


after a visit by the church spokes¬ 
man, Bishop Timothy, to Greece, 
one of the PLO’s strongest Euro¬ 
pean supporters. When a Palesti¬ 
nian youth was gunned down in 
the old dty of Jerusalem, the 
Orthodox patriarch and his en¬ 
tourage visited the family and 
brought them gifts of food and 
do thing. All the other church 
leaders followed suit. When the 
issue of the traditional Palm Sun¬ 
day march was being discussed, 
the Orthodox religious leaders 
called for it to be cancelled be¬ 
cause of the intifada. 

The Orthodox went a step 
further, they asked the leaders of 
all the major churches to Jeru¬ 
salem to sign a joint statement 
concerning the situation to the 
occupied territories. It was the 
strongest statement against Israel 


issued by the Christian leaders 
since 1967. K spoke about collec¬ 
tive punishment, indiscriminate 
killings , demolition of homes, 
violations of die right to worship, 
imprisonment without trial and 
deportations and called for the 
opening of the schools and uni- 
veisities- 

It is not known exactly why the 
Greek Orthodox Church has 
dianged its tune. It couldbe that 
the pressure from the community 
has reached a stage where the 
leadership can no longer sit on 
the fence. The Greek govern¬ 
ment could also have been a 
major factor in the church’s poli¬ 
ticisation. It is widely known that 
the Greek consul-general in Jeru¬ 
salem was not happy with the 
church's apathy towards the 
plight of Palestinians.' 1 


Black opposition groups 
for government ‘peace o 


By David Crary 

The Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG, South Afri¬ 
ca — For the first time, major 
anti-apartheid groups are ack- 
nowledjgmg the possibility that 
the white government may try to 
seize the initiative in proposing a 
negotiated end to South Africa’s 
racial conflict 

The prospect of a government 
“peace offensive’’ — perhaps in¬ 
cluding the release of jailed Afri¬ 
can National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela— has prompted 
the ANCs exiled leadership and 
its supporters to South Africa to 
seek a unified stance regarding 
negotiations. They hope to reach 
a consensus within a week. 

The activists and ANC guerril¬ 
la commanders say the govern¬ 
ment’s manoeuvring?,. including 
diplomatic overtures toward 
black Africa and President P.W. 
Botha's recent chat with Mande¬ 
la, do not represent a sincere 
desire to end white-minority 
domination. 

But the ANC, which has waged 
an anti-government bombing and 
sabotage campaign since 1961, 
appears worried mat world opin¬ 
ion could tilt in the government’s 
direction unless it comes np with 
a concrete, reasonable alternative 


to any proposals for talks put 
forward from other quarters. 

“The issue facing usjqqw ishow 
to keep the initiative in our hands 
on this strategic matter of nego¬ 
tiations,” die ANC said to a 
document drafted earlier this 
month: 

“What positions should be 
elaborate to ensure that it is our 
opponent who is forced to re¬ 
spond to ns and not the other way 
around?” the document asked. 
“Clearly, as a revolutionary 
movement, we cannot afford to 
tail behind the regime and fall 
into a defensive position, with the 
regime maintaining the offen¬ 
sive." 

A more explicit statement, 
made public last week, was 
drafted in June at ANC head¬ 
quarters in Lusaka, Zambia, after 
a meeting invoking leaders of the 
biggest militant opposition 
groups in South Africa — die 
United Democratic Front and the 
Congress of South African Tirade 
Unions. 

The statement predicted that 
National Party leader F.W. de 
Klerk, expected to be elected 
president on Sept. 6, would back 
his call for all-party negotiations 
by meeting some of the long¬ 
standing preconditions of the 
ANC, such as releasing Mandela 
and his colleagues, lifting the. 


state of emergency, and easing 
restrictions on opposition politic¬ 
al activity. 

As a result, the statement pre¬ 
dicted, the ANC would face in¬ 
ternational pressure to abandon 
violence and posahly to modify 
its political demands, which in¬ 
clude a Socialist-oriented eco¬ 
nomy and a. constitution affording 
no special protection for whites. 

“We have to present proposals 
cm this issue before the rest of the 
world comes up with something,” 
the joint statement said. “We 
need to formulate a concept 
which does not surrender our 
political strategy to take power.” 

News reports in South Africa 
— by state-cmiroUed and inde¬ 
pendent media — suggest the 
militants are to a state of-near- 
panic, fearing that the govern- 
mem’s concept of negotiations 
might be accepted by longtime 
ANC supporters such as the 
Soviet Umon and Mack African 
states. 

Militant leaders deny any dis¬ 
array. But they acknowledged in 
last month’s joint statement a 
“need to act swiftly” and have 
been trying to formulate a posi¬ 
tion to present to the Organisa¬ 
tion of African Unity at its annual 
summit meeting. \ 

De Klerk says the National 
Party win extend voting rights to 
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Another reason could be that 
the Orthodox Church realises 
that changes bn' the ground are 
certain to come and therefore it 
wants to have better relations 
with the Palestinian national 
. movement — it does not want to 
be caught backing the losing side, 
fo-this respect, it is noteworthy 
that a major American mission 
organisation, whose leader; have 
asked that they should not be 
identified at present, is planning 
to break away from their parent 
organisation, which is dose to the 
Israelis, and to establish a sepa¬ 
rate mission board strictly for 
East Jerusalem and the West 
Bankuft is becoming dear that 
Israet nan . no longer count on 
unquestioned support from the 
Christian religious authorities in 
Jerusalem — Middle East Inter¬ 
national,' London. 


the Mack .majority within five 
yean. He was indicated his party 
iw0l mast im spme.sortof white 
veto power over major poHcy 
decisions and . will demand the 
continuation of segregated 
. schools and neighbourhoods for 
whites who wan| them. '• 

A United Democratic Front 
official, Mohammad Vafti 
Moosa, said the government's 
“present utterances are not about 
genuine negotiations. 7 ’ 

“In an attempt to break out of 
the crisis, (the government) is 
showing e false readiness to 
change so that they may demobil¬ 
ise the masses inside the country 
and ease international pressure," 
Vaffi Moosa said in a&pcech. 

Such Scepticism isqnderstand- 
abie to tight of past instances 
' where the government raised- 
false hopes of change; But tins 
time, the government's agree¬ 
ment to grant independence to 
Namibia arid itt,increasing con¬ 
tacts irith . black African states 
have, improved its international 
standing,-and the ANC might 
find it awkward to (fontiss a 
“peace offensive” too cdrtly. . 

Herman Cohen, the top Afri¬ 
can specialist in the U.S. State 
Department, predicted last 
month that De Klerk would come - 
up with ‘‘interesting projfosafe” 
after the September election. 
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By Maher Maiuran 

Professor Dr . Maher Mat ran is 
Secretary-General of the Egyp¬ 
tian National Population Council 
id Cairo 

IN the time of the Prophet 
Mohammad, Muslims — both 
men and women — were never 
shy to ask die prophet abort aD 
affairs, including such private 
matters as sexual life, so as to 
know the teachings and rulings of 
their religion concerning them. 
As Aisba, the wife of the prophet 
testified: “Blessed are the women 
of the Anser (the citizens of 
Medina). Shyness did not stand in 
their way of seeking knowle dge 
about their religion.” 

The way the women asked the 
prophet — directly or through ~hi$ 
wives — is a proof that sexual 
: matters were not taboo bur were 
■fully acknowledged and.-re-' 
spcctcd. “Shyness is part of the 
faith” as the prophet taught, but 
be also taught “There is no shy¬ 
ness in matters of religion” 

. '..even entailing tbe most defic&te 
'aspects of sexual life. 

It is our firm belief that facts 
-about sex should be taught to 
■ children in a way commensurate 
with their age as they, grow up — 
both by the family and by the 
; school. We emphasise that this 
: should be done within the total 
'context of Islamic ideology and 
'Islamic teaching, so that young 
1 people — besides getting the cor¬ 
rect physiological knowledge — 
become fully aware of tbe sancti¬ 
ty of sexual relations in Mam and 
the grave sin of Mexmshing such 
sanctity, whether under Islamic 
law or — far more important — 
in tbe sight of God.Travided the 
.Islamic conscience is developed, 
we see no reason to shun sex 
education (asis unfortunately the 
rule in many Muslim, countries). 
We believe it is better to give the 
correct teaching than to leave this 
to chance' and to incorrect 
sources, and to the concomiiant 
feeling of guilt resulting fronr the 
hush-hush atmosphere in which 
this is dime. '■ 

T eaching about sex should also, 
have its place in tbe curricula of 
mechcal schools, as if has in 
Kuwait and in Egypt. There 
should be no difficulty whatsoev¬ 
er with our religious and rather 
conservative men and women stu¬ 
dents, since the subject is taught 
within an Islamic perspective. 

There is no doubt, that family 
planning is a sexual problem. The 
aim of using contraception is to 


have safe sex, sex which is free 
from the ride trf unw ante d pr&- 
gnancy^ However, as ideal con¬ 
traceptive should not inte r fe r e 
with the act of sex. Proper coun¬ 
selling hr essential 'for. couples.' 
who want a happy family. 

Some con tra ce pt ive methods 
may create sexual probtemsby 
tbmr side-effects. -Xu the case of 
steroids, for instance, break¬ 
through bleeding is a common 
compbrint among'users of low- 



mal implants^ In our culture, sex 
is usually not practised if the 
woman is bleeding. Break¬ 
through bleeding is an important - 
reason 'for'dropout because the 
husband does not want any con¬ 
straint on his sexual activity. In 
raze cases steroid contraception 
may also cause dmnmshed Ebkto, 
or affect the woman’s att r act i ve 
feminine appearance by causing 
obeaty, acne and breast atrophy. 

. Tbe intrauterine'device (IUD), 
if not correctly fitted, inay cause 
pain to the husband during inter¬ 
course. Breakthrough bleeding 
and a higher incidence of menor¬ 
rhagia and polymenorrheacan be 
a sexual drawback, diminishing 
die sexual availability of the wife. 
Leucorrhea, frequently associ¬ 
ated with IUD, may interfere 
with sexual pleasure, especially 
that of the husband, whose wife 
may worry, because she cannot 
meet her husband’s ammi needs." 

Methods which are directly re¬ 
lated to the act of sexual inter¬ 
course include coitus mtesnxptns, 
coitus reservatzzs, coitus interfe- 
mora, or the use of oon d ot n and 
diaphragm. These methods inter¬ 
fere with normal physiological 
sexual relations. The call for very 
high seif-control in tbe case of 
phyaalogicalmetbods, and good 
t r a i ni n g in the case of tfa* di¬ 
aphragm and die condom. They 
are not as reliable as the pin or 
the IUD. Moreover these techni¬ 
ques cannot be recommended at 
die beginning of marriage when 
tboe should be no constraint on 
sexual relations. . - 

The advantages 

Despite these potential prob¬ 
lems, the use 1 of effective con¬ 
traceptive methods will relieve all 
the worries of an unwanted pre¬ 
gnancy, 'and consequently the 
wife uspally participates more 
actively in sexual relations. Some 
women react towards unpro¬ 
tected sexual relations by vaginis¬ 
mus or spasmodic contraction of 
the sphincter vaginae muscle, 
canring painful or difficult inter- 




A religious leader in Egypt discusses family planning with a women's group- 


course. 

There are other advantages. 
Some contraceptives such as the 
piU can regulate the woman’s 
cyde and normalise the men¬ 
strual blood loss, making her 
available for sexual relations for 
die longest posable time. Tbe use 
of steroid contraception will also, 
in the majority of cases, improve 
sexual appetite and give the 
woman a feeling of well-being 
which will contribute to a better 
sexual relation. Condom use can 
improve or even core the occurr¬ 
ence of p remature cjftfctilation by 
the husband by slightly dimi¬ 
nishing sexual sensitivity. And 
condoms, of course, play a major 
role in the prevention rtf sexually 
transmitted disease, particularly 
AIDS. 

Counselling is one of the mam 
pillars of family health and an 
important component of family 
life education. Indeed, family 
planning services cannot be effec¬ 
tive without good counselling, 
and a woman who comes for this 
service should not be regarded as 


a patient. Lack of counselling is a 
major cause behind the failure of 
many family planning prog¬ 
rammes. 

But this in turn calls for a 
counsellor who is well informed 
about reproduction, human sex¬ 
uality, methods of contraception, 
mechanism of action, side- 
effects, contra-indications and 
how to recognise them. He or she 
should be interested in people, 
sympathetic and a good listener. 
The couple should be taught to 
recognise the side-effects, and 
shook! know when to come fon 
consultation and when to stop 
using a given method. The coun¬ 
sellor should help them to choose 
the best method and encourage 
them to persist in its use. 

Some methods of family plan¬ 
ning need education and training 
for both clients, dooms and 
nurses. Doctors need to be prop¬ 
erly trained in how to insert an 
IUD, otherwise there could be a 
risk of it perforating the utenis, 
or they might position the device 
outride the uterine cavity where it 


The lobster mystery 


By Marda Emery . 

Tbe Associated Press 

ORTLAND — Maine lobster- 
ten are laying three tunes- as 
tuch bait and scientists have 
ven tried raising lobster larvae in 
st tanks, but me harvest of tire 
sty crustaceans hasn't increased 
i 20 years. 

Marine biologists from the 
luiversity of Maine and Bigelow 
aboratory in West Boothbay are 
inducting a 10-day research 
raise next month, and hope their 
ivestig&tion of breeding grounds 
ill help explain the inability of 
ibstennen to increase their 
Dnual catch. 

Tbe lobstermen, some of 
bom have volunteered to help 
iologists as they map the ocean 
oor, are hoping the investiga¬ 
te will lead to bigger catches. 
Lobster production is vital to 
[aine’s economy, not least b©- 
iuse of its contribution to 
Mil ism. 

“We want to make sure that 
source is around a thousand 
jars from now. It’s so mnch a 
art of our income, our history 
ad our art, it’s just incredibly 
nportant to us,” said Dave 
kyw, director of the Lobster 
ctitute, a trade organisation 
routed with the University of 
Eaine. 

The harvest of the “bugs, as 
are affectionately called by. 
tbstennen, has remained at ab¬ 
ut 95 mSHon kilogrammes per 


In next month’s crime, five 
scientists aboard the research ves¬ 
sel Algo Maine w£Q survey four 
major lobstering sites in the Gulf 
of mame off the coast of die 
northeastern United States. 

They will use sonar to deter¬ 
mine the sea bottom’s character¬ 
istics; search for and count larval 
lobsteis; scuba dive to survey lobs¬ 
ter densities, shelter sizes and 
abundance of predators; - and 
sample ocean bottom sediment 
for invertebrates. 

The investigation could affect 
where lobstermen set their traps, 
as well as plans to stock coastal 
waters, said Dave Cousins, a lob- 
stennan from south Thomaston, 
120 kilometres northeast of Port¬ 
land. 

Umverrity of Maine Marine 
Biologist Robert Steneck, one of 
the project leaders, has sought 
for eight years to explain the 
static harvest. 

“His theory operates on the 
premise that something m nature: 
limits our productivity out 
there,” Dow said. 

Tbe limiting factor could be the 
amount of suitable habitat the 
lobsteis can five in, the amount of 
food available for the creatures,. 
or the ecological balance of lobs¬ 
ters and their predators, Dow 


inspiration 

Barbara Hendricks (singer) 


«s to increase it. 
at the Coder Maine 
re coaxed thousands 
eggs to grow at a 
fate in warm-water 
hen stocked coastal 
the immature larvae. 


sed tbe minimum size lim it, 
l more females would ma¬ 
ud reproduce- 
1 tob ste nn en have worked 
■;they haul about triple the 
er Of traps they pot out 20 
ago. But the lobsters have 
d to take the. extra bait, 
ling to the'Uobstfcr Ihsti- 


The lobsteis go through three 
planktonic, or swimming stages, 
before they are ready to settle on 
the sea bottom, and the suitable 
bottom habitat is distribated in 
patches along the sborriine. 

“If mother nature, because of 
the way she works the tides and 
aments, doesn't allow delivery 
to the appropriate habitats, that’s 
going to be important - for the 
overall production,” Dow. said 

Tbe public's appetite for lobs¬ 
ter also is matched by the appe¬ 
tites of various marine creatures, 
be said. 

“There’s a miffion lobster- 
y«#Jring missiles waiting for those 
little fellows to hit the bottom... 
these littie.feDbws are subject to 
thousands of attacks a day.” . 

Large Codfish have .been . 
fotmd to contain up to a dozen 
lobsters when they are cut open, 
Dow said.- - ... 


SINCE her debut at tbe San Francisco Opera in 1976, Barbara 
Hendsicks, born in the United States on 20 November 1948, has 
sung in all the world's big musical capitals: Boston, Hamburg, 
Milan, Berlin, Paris, Los Angeles, London and Vienna. Sbe has 
given numerous recitals in the United States and Europe, but also 
m tire Soviet Union and Japan. She has sung with tbe best 
orchestras , and appeared in the most prestigious festivals, from 
Edinburgh to Osaka and from Salzburg to Ant en Provence. This 
s umm er, sbe will perform one of bei r finest roles, Pamina, in 
Mozart’s “Magic flufe” at the Festival d’Omnge. Barbara 
Hendricks is not only a very great singer, she is also Ambassador 
Extraordinary of tbe United Nations for Refugees and an active 
supporter of numerous organisations for the defence of Human 
Rights. 

According to you, what are tbe most outstanding events of the 
French RevofetioB: the Declaration of the Rights of Man, the death 
of the king and the fall of the royalty, the abolition of privileges, 
the advent of the Republic, the Constitution which was the 
application of the philosophy of Enfighlenment, or the gufflotine? 
Why? . 

The Declaration of the Rights of Man because it is an event of 
universal scope, and sot anecdotal like the other events. 
Woold yon have actively participated in the French Revolution or 
would you have fought against it? 

I would, of course, have fonght for the ideas of liberty, but I. 
would certainly not have been able to take part in the barbarity 
linked to the revolutionary context 

Which Is the most important hrniwn right, in ywr opinion? 

Equality between aQ men, as specified in article 1 of the 
Declaration." 

Do the principles of the Declaration of the Rights of Man inspire 
your actions? In what ways? 

They inspire all tbe aspects of my life. Evexy day, I fight in 
favour of human rights. More precisely, I am a “good will 
ambassador” at the High Commission for refugees in the United 
Nations and give my very active support to organisations such as 
Amnesty International, Terre des Hommes, Med cons du Monde, 
etc. — L’ActaaKte en France. s 
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Schools — secret 
is not in the hours 


loses its contraceptive effect. 
They should also be trained in 
how to take it out properly, 
otherwise complications may de¬ 
velop. More training for doctors 
is needed in the insertion and 
removal of subdennai implants. 
And nurses in developing coun¬ 
tries must be trained to give 
properly an intramuscular con¬ 
traceptive injection. 

As for the clients, women par¬ 
ticularly need to have good in¬ 
formation about the physiology 
and anatomy of the reproductive 
system. A knowledge of physiolo¬ 
gy is needed if natural family 
planning methods such as check¬ 
ing the viscosity of tbe cervical 
mucus or tbe calendar method 
are used. Women should be 
trained to locate the cervix in 
order to be able to insert a 
diaphragm or a cervical cap prop¬ 
erly, to detect the IUD thread 
after every menstrual cyde, to 
detect the tip of the IUD if it is 
partially expelled, or to get a 
sample of cervical mucus for 
assessment — World Health. 


By R ein har d Urschei 

A FEW. years ago a schoolboy 
writer for a south German school 
magazine made a monkey of the 
staff in the simplest of ways. 

He asked each teacher how 
much time be ought to spend 
daily on digesting and recapitulat¬ 
ing what he had learnt. 

The answers varied, from a 
quarter of an hour to an hour and 
a half per subject per day. None 
of tbe teachers seems to hare 
noticed the twinkle in their inter¬ 
viewer's eye. 

All he did was add up the total 
and — surprise, surprise — it was 
26 hours a day. 

The young practical joker 
proved, incidentally, that the 
teaching profession was not up ro 
date where “secondary litera¬ 
ture" about them was concerned. 

This particular" ploy was de¬ 
scribed in detail in a 1960s book 
entitled Zur Holle mit den 
Paukern which listed ways of 
getting even with your teacher. 

Education Minister Horst 
Horrmann of Lower Saxony may 
have been forewarned on this 
point. Soon after assuming office 
last year he noticed that many 
pupils have a longer working day 
than their teachers — and are in 
no position to lament as bitterly 
as teachers often do. 

So he convened a two- 
day conference attended by 
academics and educationalists, 
psychologists and other members 
of the medical profession, parents 
and teachers. 

He did so out of a sense of 
responsibility towards schoolchil¬ 
dren and with a view to compiling 
scientific facts in support of his 
idea of shortening schoolchil¬ 
dren's working hours and stream¬ 
lining the curriculum. 

The conference dealt with 
School-children's “Working 
Hours" — The Strain and Burden 
of School and Environment. 

Educationalists last looked into 
stress at school in the 1970s, when 
they were more concerned with 
ideological aspects than they are 
today. 

There was heated debate about 
whether homework constituted 
trespassing on domestic life, 
whether learning arts techniques 
by rote was more than super¬ 
fluous ballast and, getting closer 
to the nitty gritty, whether con¬ 
tinual reforms were not generat¬ 
ing more pressure than they set 
out to ease. 

Many will recall, and not with 
pleasure, slogans such as Leis- 
tungsdruck (pressure to per¬ 
form), Notenterror (grading ter¬ 
ror) and Schulerelend (pupil 
hardship). 

The humane school campaign 
was launched, with the strong 
support of Free Democrat Hilde- 
gard Hatnm-Brucher. then a 
leading Bavarian education ex- 
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pert and member of the Bonn 
coalition. 

She drew up a documentation 
on what was called the “alarming 
increase in exaggerated demands 
made on pupils and its repercus¬ 
sions." It made headline news 
with its basic query: “Is school 
making our children kaputt, and 
with them freedom and demo¬ 
cracy?" 

This idea look root. A few 
years later Werner Remitters, 
Lower Saxon Education Minis¬ 
ter. felt able to claim that school 
was held responsible for all socie- 
tv's shortcomings and seen as 
some kind of repair workshop. 

To this day the debate has not 
progressed much further. It has 
merely been joined by a new 
angle: leisure stress as an adjunct 
to school stress. 

At the Hanover conference a 
Munich youth expert, Richard 
Munchmeier, outlined his view of 
the "two worlds'* in which today's 
schoolchildren live. 

Their leisure is packed full of 
colourful, fashionable, brief ex¬ 
periences of the kind constantly 
suggested by the advertising in¬ 
dustry. They are engaged in an 
incessant quest for "action. “ 

School, in contrast, is every¬ 
day. humdrum, deliberately play¬ 
ed down and garded as of limited 
importance. 

"Whenever school is men¬ 
tioned.*' Munchmeier said, “the 
first, crucial point pn which 
agreement much be reached is 
Schu/e ist Scheisse (school is 
crap). Then the discussion can 
continue." 

Conservative teachers and edu- 
cationalis attribute this change in 
standards to a permissive society 
that permits anything and no lon¬ 
ger sets standards. 

Munchmeier's explanation is 
similar, but simpler. It is that 
young people today are allowed 
more freedom (the key of the 
door, to stay out for as long as 
they like, to make friends of the 
other sex), but this leeway 
doesn't really make them free. 
On the contrary, it gives rise to 
pressure." 

The.experts who still feel that a 
sense of pressure at school is due 
mainly to school itself are a de¬ 
clining band. 

Frankfurt educationalist Pro¬ 
fessor Mitter told the conference 
that German schoolchildren 
spent about 10,300 hours at 
school before taking their Abitur. 
or university entrance exam. 

The only country where the 
hours put in are longer in Japan, 
where pupils put in over 11,000 
hours in 12 years at school. 

The curriculum has ceased to 
be a bone of contention. Years of 
fruitless attempts to eliminate 
trying to teach tooo much mate¬ 
rial as a source of stress have 
evidently so tired the experts that 
they are now even keener to 
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identify extra-curricular causes. 

Thomas Oik of Bielefeld Uni¬ 
versity claims to have discoverd a 
striking contradiction. He starts 
with the contention, borrowed 
from educationalists in the 
Ancient World, that young peo¬ 
ple have never had it so good. 

Over half today's 14-year-olds 
have TV sets of their own. Over 
70 per cent have their own Walk¬ 
man. Twenty-one per cent even 
have a personal computer of their 
own. 

On average they get about 
DM50 a month in pocket money. 
But in this golden, material world 
growing pressure is brought to 
bear on them. 

“Parents today project their 
expectations with regard to per¬ 
formance and career on to an 
only child," Oik says. 

In middle-class families in par¬ 
ticular. children today have be¬ 
come “a crystallisation point for 
parental wishful thinking." He 
leels many children are overtaxed 
as a result, emotionally speaking. 

This was the point at which the 
conference could count itself 
lucky that Cornelia Giesecke. a 
1 0 -year-old schoolgirl, took to 
the rostrum and told the assem¬ 
bled experts what life was really 
like. 

invited by the Education 
Ministry and selected by her 
headmaster, she told a tale that is 
probably typical of the average 
pupil. 

She leaves home at b 45 a.m.. 
walking the mile and a half to the 
bus stop in all weathers. It is a 
20-minute bus drive, longer in ice 
and snow. 

On average she has six lessons 
a day. with music at Monday 
lunchtime. Until two years ago 
she had a double gym lesson'a 
week on Wednesday afternoon 
because the gym was fully booked 
in the morning. 

It was a tight schedule, what 
with confirmation lessons, lunch, 
homework in the afternoon and. 
when the need arose, homework 
in the evening too. 

On various davs in the week 
sbe goes in for folk dancing, gym¬ 
nastics, choir singing and ballet, 
none of which she sees as leisure 
activities. 

Her leisure is strictly limited 
even though, like all German 
schoolchildren, she goes to school 
early in the morning, with lessons 
over for the most part by lun¬ 
chtime. 

She feels she is so busy that she 
doesn't have as much spare time 
as she would like to spend at the 
cinema or the swimming baths 
with friends. She says she can't 
really afford any other hobbies 
because school is so important for 
her frimre. 

Cornelia’s unvarnished truth 
made the assembled experts 
pause for breath. It gave the cue 
for a phenomenon Haus Raus- 
chenberger of Kassel University 
dubbed “appointment schedule 
children." 

Their parents start planning 
schedules for them whle they are 
still at kindergarten. Leisure’acti¬ 
vities are arranged not to clash 
with music lessons or art courses. 

There must be no dawdling at 
the baths because they are to 
qualify for a badge or certificate 
the week after next. Schedules 
such as these may be child's play 
for the very young: many school- 
children find them too much. 

The assembled educationalists 
and sociologists evidently felt this 
was the approach they had long 
sought, a social phenomenon 
they could analyse in detail but 
would no less certainly be unable 
to change. 

Herr Horrmann was mistaken 
in imagining that teachers past or 
present (university professors in¬ 
variably prefaced their remarks 
by saying they too had once been 
teachers) might say just how 
school could jettison ballast and 
ease the workload of what has 
officially been calculated to be a 
54-hour week worked by German 
sc hooch ildren. 

Predictably. teachers' unions 
concluded that there could be no 
cuts in what was taught. Parents 
were worried less might be learnt, 
white educationalists clamoured 
for more time for leisure and 
contemplation (but failed to ex¬ 
plain where it was to come from). 
Hannoversche Allgeraeine. 
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ij. Senate weighs amendments 
to defence bill before vote 


WASHINGTON (Agencies)—The US. Senate has 
weighed amendments that would impose a ceiling on 
U.S. troops stationed in Europe and require Presi¬ 
dent George Bush to negotiate with Japan on 
shouldering a larger share of the defence burden. 


"There can be no free lunches 
and no free rides." said Sen. Sam 
Nunn, a Georgia Democrat, 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, in introduc¬ 
ing the measures as the chamber 
resumed consideration of the fis¬ 
cal 1990 defence budget. 

Under the First -Amendment, 
prompted by reports that U-S. 
allies plan significant cuts in their 
forces, a ceiling would be placed 
on the ratio of U.S. active duty 
forces stationed in Europe to 
non-U.S. NATO active duty 
forces. 

The measure, according to 
Nunn, would strengthen" the 
NATO position in conventional 
arms reduction talks with the 
Warsaw Pact nations and dis¬ 
suade U.S. allies from unilateral 
reductions before an agreement is 
reached. 

“This would put an arrow in 
President Bush's quiver." Nunn 
fold his colleagues. He added that 
the measure sends a message to 
U-S. allies: 


“If you cut unilaterally, we're 
nor going to be left holding the 
bag," the Georgia Democrat 
said. 

The amendment dealing with 
Japan calls on the Asian nation to 
increase its security' and foreign 
aid programme and requires 
Bush to negotiate an agreement 
"providing for complete offset by 
Japan of the costs of deploying 
U.S. forces in defence of Japan.” 

Japan currently spends 1 per 
cent of its gross national product 
on defence. The Asian nation 
:ontributes about $2 trillion — 40' 
per cent of the total U.S. cost*— 
for U.S. troops stationed there, 
Nunn said. 

The Senate also considered a 
non-binding resolution urging the 
United States and South Korea to 
discuss the possibility of some 
reductions of U.S. forces from 
South Korea and asking the presi¬ 
dent to prepare a five-year plan 
on U.S. military presence in the 
Asian nation. 

The Fourth Amendment calls 


for a study of options for reducing 
the costs worldwide for U.S. 
overseas dependents. 

The Senate continued work on 
its version of the defence bill with 
Bush indicating he is relying on 
the senators to keep his strategic 
programmes intact. 

Bush chided the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives Friday for turning 
die administration's defence 
package upside down with a $1.8 
billion cut in “Star Wars,” strict 
limitations on production of the 
B-2 Stealth bomber and reduc¬ 
tions in ICBMS, including all 
$100 million earmarked for the 
Midgetman missile . 

“Star Wars” is the U.S. plan 
for a space-based missile defence 
system, formally known as the 
Strategic Defence Initiative. 

The democratic-control led 
House also restored two planes 
— the F-14D Tomcat jet fighter 
and V-22 Osprey — that Bush 
planned to cancel 

President Bush Monday vetoed 
a bill that would have imposed 
conditions on a U.S.-Japan deal 
to build die FSX jet fighter, the 
White House said. 

Responding to congressional 
complaints about the project, 
negotiated by the previous 
Reagan administration. Bush ear¬ 


lier this year won Japanese con¬ 
cessions that helped squelch a 
move to kill die deal. 

His veto of a measure that 
would have imposed conditions 
on the deal allows the project to 
go forward on terms agreed to by 
the U.S. administration and the 
Japanese government. 

“The .resolution is neither 
necessary to protect the interest 
of the United States, nor consis¬ 
tent with longstanding require¬ 
ments of the aims export control 
act," he said in a message to the 
Senate. 

Bush added that the measure 
contained provisions that “un¬ 
constitutionally infringe” on the 
foreign-policy-making powers of 
the president. 

The FSX, an advanced version 
of the U.S. F-16, is to be co¬ 
developed by General Dynamics, 
a leading U.S. defence manufac¬ 
turer, and Japan's Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries. 

“The FSX programme is the 
first major military co-develop¬ 
ment programme between the 
United States and Japan,” Bush 
said. “The FSX mil bolster 
Japan's self-defence capability, 
strengthen our overall alliance 
with Japan and allow Japan to 
assume a greater share of the 
common defence burden.” 
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sees strong W. German economy 


BONN (R) — The West German 
economy is set to expand strongly 
this year but higher wage claims 
could cloud prospects in 1990. the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) has said. 

IN its semi-annual report on 
West Germany, the 24-nation 
think tank said Europe's largest 
economy had performed better 
than expected since mid-1987 
with booming exports, lively de¬ 
mand and strong corporate in¬ 
vestment. 

But higher inflation this year 
coupled with bigger company 
profits could prompt unions to 
demand high wage rises in major 
negotiations with employers uext 
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year. 

'The growth of the West Ger¬ 
man economy since mid-1987 has 
surprised many people,” OECD 
official Dieter Menke told a re¬ 
cent news conference. 

“A warning sign is inflation 
which is set to double this year to 
three per cent.” 

The report by the Paris-based 
OECD forecast gross national 
product (GNP) would rise by 
about 3.25 per cent in real terms 
this year after 3.4 per cent in 
1988.’ Growth in 1990 would slow 
to 2.75 per cent. 

The 1989 estimate was higher 
than a 5.0 per cent projection 
made by the OECD in June but 
lower than a forecast of at least 
3.5 per cent made by Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's centre-right gov¬ 
ernment earlier this month. 

Higher inflation this year 
prompted by dearer oil, higher 
import prices and a package of 
consumer tax rises introduced in 


January is working West Ger¬ 
mans who have been used to 
stable prices for years. 

Inflation was running at an 
annual rate of 3.1 per cent in June 
compared with an average rate of 
1.2 per cent last year. 

“The temporary effects of the 
indirect tax hikes may raise price 
expectations, thus complicating 
wage settlements in 1990,” the 
OECD report said. 

“With 1990 being a heavy bar¬ 
gaining year covering about two 
thirds of wage and salary earners. 
and with higher imported infla¬ 
tion. the prospects for continued 
nominal wage moderation be¬ 
come less bright.” 

The last major wage settle¬ 
ments were negotiated between 
employers and unions in 1987 and 
are valid for three years. 

The OECD forecast wage rises 
of about 3.7S per cent next year 
but warned this could be “on the 
low side of possible outcomes.” 
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It recommended that tight 
monetary policies in force since 
mid-1988 should be maintained to 
keep inflation under control. 

The Bundesbank, West Ger¬ 
many's central bank, has raised 
its key interest rates three times 
this year in order to strengthen 
the mark and restrain price rises. 

The OECD report said the 
strong economy would push the 
unemployment rate down to ab¬ 
out seven per cent by the end of 
1990 from 7.4 per cent at present. 

The OECD prediction was 
echoed by Wolgang Roeller, 
chief executive of Dresdner 
Bank, who told a news confer¬ 
ence in Stuttgart Monday that 
strong corporate investment au¬ 
gured well for a cut in the dole 
queues. 

The OECD said West Ger¬ 
many's bulging trade surplus, 
which has prompted attacks from 
countries inducting the United 
States and France for excerbating 
j global imbalances, would stay 
nigh this year and in 1990. 

Bonn’s Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel said earlier this month 
that the large trade surplus was 
caused by special factors and that 
West Germany’s trading partners 
recognised this. 

The surplus reached a record 
128 billion marks ($68 billion) lkst 
year and economists say it may 
surge to 140 billion marks ($75 
billion) this year. 
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| A major educational institution in Am- 
| man has a vacancy for a primary 
J grades native speaking English 
[teacher. Applicants should have a 
i degree in teaching English as a 
j second language, and should have no 
j less than 3 years of experience, 
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your telephone number, with your C.V. 
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INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO. 25/89 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender 
25/89 the construction of the ground founda¬ 
tions and civil works for the phosphate 
handling, storing and truck loading system 
at Shidiya Mine. 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman Supply Department. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD 
150 for each set of tender documents. 
The closing date for tender submission is 
12.00 o'clock local time Saturday 26/ 8/1989. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 
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JPMC exports in July 
reaches67 

Spain’s stock markets adopt new system Amman (Pen)-The Jordan ported io jj 

.Phosphate Mines Company addition to 314,000 town of 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Spain's stock markets rose Monday, 
the first day of trading under the most sweeping changes in the 
bourses' 158-year-old history. The retom, known as “El Big 
Bang." is designed to broaden the Spanish markets’ trading base, 
tighten disclosure controls to eliminate insider trading and bring 
the stock exchanges in line with others in Europe. Provisional 
figures indicated the Madrid General Index reached 303.93, up 
1.70 over Friday. Valencia rose 1.76 points to 245.06 and 
Barcelona’s index registered 106.47, up .73 points. The Bilbao 
market was dosed for a regional holiday. Dealers said trading on 
the three exchanges renamed light, largely due to investors 
concern about the changeover and recent government moves to 
restrict credit and slow the country’s overheated economy. 

Oil flows again from North Sea fields 

LONDON (R)—Occidental Petroleum Corp said Monday it had 
restarted production from a North Sea oilfield shut down since tire 
world's worst offshore oil rig disaster on the nearby Piper Alpha 
Platform a year ago. A spokeswoman for Occidental's British unit. 
said the Sea pa Field resumed production on July 29 sod was 
building up to its former proauction levels of around 22,000 
barrels of crude per day (BPD). Industry sources said tire 
neighbouring Claymore Field, which pumped an average 70,000 
BPD before the Piper explosion in July 1988 which killed 167 
men, was expected to come back on stream either late Monday or 
early on Tuesday. Occidental said they expected to make a 
statement on Claymore Tuesday. The impending return of tire 
two fields, more than two months later than originally forecast by 
Occidental, will provide a much-needed boost to British ofl 
production. Output is currently languishing at ten-year lows of 
around 1.36 milli on BPD, partly as a result of the capacity lost 
through tire Piper explosion. Five fields, including Claymore and 
Scapa, depended on the Piper Alpha platform to export their ofl. 

Pakistan may cut development plan 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan is likely to slash its 1988-93 
five-year development plan by 15 to 25 per cent through lack of 
funds, the official APP news agency reported Monday. At present 
the seventh five-year plan is estimated at 642.4 billion rupees 
($32.12 billion), including a fixed investment of 350 bflUoa rupees 
($17.4 billion) in the public sector. A 292.4 billion rupees ($14.6 
billion) investment was planned in the private sector. The 
P lanning and Development Ministry of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto's eight-month-old government has begun looking at areas 
where cuts could be made, APP said. It gave no details. The plan 
was prepared by the government of President Mohammad Zia UI 
Haq, killed in a plane crash last August. Bhutto complained after 
winning elections in November that Zia left an empty exchequer. 

Maxwell’s media empire unveils profit rise 

LONDON (R) — Robert Maxwell said Monday his publishing 
empire's pre-tax profits rose by 15.7 per cent last year and new 
acquisitions had made it one of the world's top 10 media 
companies. Maxwell Communication Corp (MCC) shares rose 
five pence (8.3 cents) on the news to £2.08 ($3.4) although the 
results were a shade below some analysts’ expectations. Profits 
before tax increased to £192 mfltion ($319 million) in the 15 
months until the end of March from 166 million (S275 million) in 
calendar 1987. The 15-month accounting period was created to 
take account of trig changes in die structure of tire corporation in 
1968. “Before the end of this financial year (March 1990), our 
group will be a purely publishing and commumcations group,” 
Maxwell said of the restructuring. "With tire disposal of our major 
U-K. printing businesses, the group's assets, revenues and profits 
have shifted decisively to North America,” he said in a statement. 
A major part of MCCTs restructuring was. tire purchase of U-S. 
publisher MacMillan in November for S2.26 billkm. 

Guinea worm drive raises $8m 

LAGOS (R) — An international rampwgn has raised pledges erf 
about S8 million to eradicate guinea wor m , but much more is 
needed, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter said Monday. He 
said a total of $62 million was needed to achieve a 1995 target for 
wiping out the disease which afflicts about 10 million people, 
mainly in Africa. “Few other diseases torture their victims as 
much, physically and psychologically, as tills one does/' Carter 
told a conference spon sored by the United Nations Development 
Programme, UNICEF, and other bodies mrinriing die humanita¬ 
rian organisation Global 2000 of which he is chairman. Guinea, 
worm larvae live in stagnant pools and grow made the boefies of 
people who drink the water without filtering or baiting ft. 
Nigerian President Ibrahim Babanpda announced a donation 
worth about $1 million to the campaign, saying his country had 
the largest concentration of victims of the disease 


VILLA FOR SALE - 535 sq. metres 


Near Korean, Greek embassies, land 2,002 sq. 
metres, large garden, heated swimming pool. 

Owner: 810807, 810137. 


DELUXE FURNISHED AND 
UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

1. 2 bedrooms. 2 verandas, salon, sitting, dining, kitchen, 
separate central beating, solar heater and telephone. 

2. Same as above. Available 3 furnished and 2 unfurnished 
bedrooms. 

Call tat: 848162 


On the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's accession to the throne 
and Under the Patronage of the Prime Minister 


Amman International 
Automobile Ekftfbftfon holds 
for the first time in the Middle 
East 


Where you can see a large 
number of strange cars 
from all over the world: 
Sweden, Holland, Belgium. 
Denmark, United States 

For our dear 
children 

— Integrated child garden 

— Jumping Air-Matress 

— Electronic Games 


FUNNY CARS SHOW 


From August 2 until August 25, 1989 


The latest 
technology 
of the age 
Laser Rays 
& Light shows 


Evening functions: 
Singing parties and 
light and laser 
shows 


The lady car/make-up bag. 
The robot. 

A large number ot classical 
cars. 

Cars developed in Jordan. 
Auto spare parts, and auto¬ 
mobile fittings and acces¬ 
sories. 


The exhibition will be 
open from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 after midnight 

ENTRY TICKETS 

JD 2 for adults, JD 1 for 
children 


Every evening there will be 
a singing party, held by 
three of the most famous 
dancing-singing bands in 
Europe: Performing 

Michael Jackson songs. 
Break Dances and other in- 
tenational hits. 


Free parking lots 
A restaurant &• a cafeteria 
LOCATION.- Airport Road. 4 
kilometres from the ?th and 
8th circles. 

For enquiries pis. call tel: 
714211 


firozu 659,000 tonnes in Imre 
1989, according to an official sta¬ 
tistical bulletin. 

The company, director, Wasef 
Azar, said that 32 cargo vessels - 
were used to export the total 
amount to' 19 nations.’ He said 


Europe. 

These figures, Azar noted, re¬ 
flect the great development in the 
process of exporting Jordanian 
phosphate. Azar .predicted that 
Jordan.wiS be able to export 6.4 


I <*i i ITT—.»»>#♦.*'* 


1989, a total of 4.13 mDBon tonnes 1989 against 5-8 minion ton- 
bf raw phosphate has been ex- nes in 1988. _ 


Alilines to raise ticket 
prices in Jordan by 20% 


AMMAN (Petra) — Air tickets 
sold by Royal Jordanian (RJ) and 
all other airlines operating in 
Jordan vriS rise in price by 20 per 
cent as of Aug. 7,1989, according 
to an announcement here 
Tuesday* 

An RJ official said that-tire 
increase in prices will afreet all 
tickets sold by any airline in the 
Kingdom and that the decision 
was taken upon the recommenda¬ 
tion of a committee representing 
all ai rlin es in the country. 


The official sakfc tbax tire deci¬ 
sion to raise fares for air travel 
was in line with regulations set by 
tire International Air Transport 
Association (TATA) and in the 
li gh t of the low rate prices of 
tickets issued in Jordan compared 
with those issued abroad. 

He said that , the decision will 
no doubt prevent any illegal spe- 
cualtion in air ticket purchases 
conducted in Jordan for travellers 
living abroad. 


4 more U.S. banks, 
lower lending rates 


NEW YORK (AP) — Four ma¬ 
jor U.S. commercial Jrenks in¬ 
cluding the nation’s largest have 
lowered their prime lending rates 
a half percentage point to 10-5 
per cent, signalling lower borrow¬ 
ing costs for consumers and 
businesses. 

Hist Bank of Chicago was the 
first to take the step shortly be¬ 
fore the opening of the stock 
market, 1 with Chemical Bank, 
Continental Bank and No. 1 Citi¬ 
bank quickly joining is. 

The reduction, effective im¬ 
mediately, follows similar cuts by 
San Frandsco-based Bank of 
America Friday and Chase Man¬ 
hattan Bank more than three 
weeks ago. A few other smaller 
banks have redtoced their prime 
rates since Chase’s move. ’ 

The prime rate reflects a bank's 
costs of borrowing money, in¬ 
cluding interest it pays on savings 
accounts or certificates of de¬ 


posit, and trails more subtle in¬ 
creases in other interest rates. 

The rate is watched closely 
because bankers use it as a basis 
for cal culating loans to businesses 
and for determining many types 
of fixed and adjustable-rate con¬ 
sumer loans. Mortgage rates are 
not included in that category. 

Monday's decrease was widely 
expected by most economists due 
to continuing- signs that the 
Federal Reserve is seeking looser 
credit polities in response to a 
slowdown in economic growth. 

Economists have speculated 
that major banks (fid not im¬ 
mediately follow Chase, which 
cut its prime rate on July 16. 

The Federal Funds Rate, tire 
interest on- overnight loans be¬ 
tween banks, traded at 8% per 
cent by late- Monday morning, 
down from 8 1546 per cent Fri¬ 
day. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE 


■ Tuesday, August 1, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 



US. dollar 

Pound S ib l i n g . 

Deatdxaid 
Swiss franc 
Reach franc 


Bar Sd Japanese yea (far 100) 41&9 423.1 

573.4 -579.4 .• ™>.l 

wji 3 qg> o Swedun crown 89.9 90.8 

icafiwi foil (for 10TO- <2.9 43J 

’ Belgian franc (tor 10) 147.0 14&5 

90:8 91.7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the fraying and setting rates for 
tending world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion-markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6590/60 

1.1795/05 

1.8658/65 

2J.042/52 

1.6090/100 

39.06/09 

6.3150/200 

1341/1342 

136.54/64 

6.3750/800 

6.8450/500 

7.2525/75 

37030/370.70 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Dcatscbemarks- 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen - 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars ' 


- By Reuters, \ 

SYDNEY— Off-shore interest and gains on Wall Street boosted 
the All Ordinaries Index 4.4 points to 1,638.7. 

TOKYO — Profit-takers put tire brakes on the Tokyo Stock 

Market after Monday's sharp rains.‘Trices halve been moving too 

fiast,” commented Takahide Furuhashi of DB-Capital Markets 
The Nikkei Index tost 55.61 points to- 34,898.467 

— The Ilang Seng Index rose 7.88 points to 
W78J6. .Shares were supported by fresh corporate moves. 

SINGAPORE Profit-t aking after a port-crash hi gh pushed the 
Straits Times Industrials 5.21 tower to 1,368-08. 

«• 

"■™ ne ^ 

ZDWCH — for*, national holiday 

IX»©^— PricesOTded weak box off tire day's tows. Lack 
corporate news and an absence of fresh British emnmri 
madel£in 5 met trading. At K-OOGttr. 

NEW YORK — stocks rallied as soaring bond prices wmjh 
buying interest: The Itowadvanced 13 to * MBd 
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Graf shows 
no mercy 
toRene 
Simpson 

SAN DIEGO fRj - West Ger¬ 
many's Steffi Graf, the world's 
top player, needed 41 nrimites 
Monday night to power past 
fo nad u m Rene Simpson 6-0,6-0 
“the opening round of a. 
5200,000 women’s teams tourna¬ 
ment. 

Graf, 20, who won her second 
Wimbledon title last month, used 
her lethal forehand to beat the 
23-year-old lefthander for the 
second consecutive time without 
yielding a game. 

”It was just perfeettonight.. 
There wasxrt very much I could 
do .wrong out there^" said the top 
s eed, who yielded just 15 points 
against Simpson, ranked 80th in 
the world. 

“She overpowered me and 

abased my second serve " said 

- - . ' 
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- 
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. “It’s not an embarrassment to 
lose to her because she’s such a‘ 
great player. I thought i could 
stay in the points with her and 
rally two or three times. But she 
hit outright winners off her fore¬ 
hand,” Simpson said. 

“I consider myself to be fast on 
the court, but I didn’t even hit 
half her balls. 

“I honesly don’t know how 
people, beat her.” 

Graf now faces unseeded 
American Betsy Nagelseri who 
posted a 7-5,4-6,6-3 victory over 
Australian Tig S my tie. 

In first-round upsets, third- 
seed Susan Sloane of the United 
States had trouble serving and fell 
to fellow American Roms White 
7-5, 6-3 • 




i 
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Tyson: they 
want to see 
me fail 

NEW YORK (R) — M&* Tyson, 
drugging off suggestions hb per- 
saaal troubles affect hfan hi the 
ring, said fu a television interview 
last week that his success 
apparently bothers some people. 

The undisputed world 
heavyweight champion, in au in¬ 
terview with ABC television eight 

days after stopping Carl “The 
Truth” WH&ams with a shatter¬ 
ing left hook ia just 93 seconds of 
the first round, said after watch¬ 
ing a rerun of the fight; “I just 
fike it when they’re easy Eke 


Peking may need to divert resources from provinces 

China struggles with Asian games 


PEKING (R) — Preparations for next year’s Asian Games 
despite shortages of cash and electricity and the presence of 
tens of thousands of martial law troops in the city. 


Tyson, aslced if the tanned in 
Ms personal fife affects him, said, 
J*ra comfortable with myself. 
Pm really comfortable with my¬ 
self.” 

He said he was concerned “to a 
certain extent” about his personal 


“I always think if I was just 
some poor, broke dob, very un¬ 
happy, nobody would ever bother 
me, everybody would be satis¬ 
fied. 

“Let me say, I’m happy, Pm 
rich and I don't let anything 
bother me and that makes people 
uncomfortable.” 

great champion, Tyson, 7-0, said: 
“Pm not tadestructaUe. But 
everyone has Us day. ( Joe) Louis 

hail hk Hw | (M nhflnwnai^ AM 

Us time, in that small 
Incre me nt of time when you’re on 
top you’re unbeatable. 

“Pm not saying Pm a great 
champion, or put myself fin the 
category with Louis and AH and 
(Body) Marciano and all those 


Asian diplomats said Tuesday 
the games were on vital national 
importance and would be held 
even if they deprived residents of 
electricity in the power-starved 
dty. 

On June 4, tanks and troops 
crushed student-led protests, kill¬ 
ing hundreds, perhaps thousands 
of people, provoking condemna¬ 
tion and limited sanctions from 
the West and Japan. 

The action also raised fears 
some countries might boycott the 
games. 

“All the Asian nations will 
come because the human rights 
issue is not so important to them. 
South Korea will come because 
China went to the Seoul Olym¬ 
pics and it wants to improve its 


political relations with Peking," 
one diplomat said. 

“The only question mark is 
over Japan, where human rights 
is an issue," he added. 

China has gone out of its way 
to show that the games will go 
ahead on schedule in September 
1990. 

Diplomats said the games 
would be a symbol that ail was 
normal and the country was 
stable. 

Asian diplomats were given a 
tour of stadiums under construc¬ 
tion in mid-July and assured ev¬ 
erything would be ready. State 
television has shown new venues 
being opened and builders, in¬ 
cluding soldieis, hard at work. 

The city is constructing 16 new 


sports venues, sprudng up 11 
existing ones and building a 
games village for the athletes. 

"This is very important for 
China's prestige," said a South¬ 
east Asian diplomat. “It will use 
the games to show to the world 
what it can do." 

The athletes may find them¬ 
selves in close contact with 
thousands of troops enforcing 
martial law. 

Many residents believe the 
troops will still be in Peking when 
the athletes arrive and that mar¬ 
tial law will be abolished only 
after the games. 

“The leaders are afraid that 
once the troops leave we will go 
back to Tiananmen Square and 
mourn those they killed. They are 
afraid of more student protests." 
a taxi driver said. 

"They are right. We may well 
go to the square." 


The economic daily Sunday 
said there was a shortfall of 700 
million yuan ($189 million), one 
third of the total cost. 

A diplomat said Hong Kong 
and overseas Chinese originally 
counted on by Peking for con¬ 
tributions would probably donate 
less because of anger over the 
killings. 

“China may be forced to turn 
for money to the Asian Games 
federation or the participating 
countries,* 1 he said. 

Providing enough electridtv in 
a dty where demand exceeds 
supply by 10 per cent is another 

problem. 

The Economic Daily said prop¬ 
osals included a cut in supply to 
other parts of north China or a 
special allocation of 500.000 ton¬ 
nes to enable power stations to 
boost output during the three- 
week sports festival. 


FRIDAY'S RACES AT THE ROYAL RACING CLVB-TUNEIB 


FIRST RACE 4.00 

FOR BEGINNER HORSES 

DISTANCE 1000 METRES 


SECOND RACE 4.30 
FOR BEGINNER HORSES 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES OOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

Own Trtbuno Madia Banicaa, too. 


USE EVERY SPOT 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
. NORTH 
4 8 4 

9 A K 9 7 5 
0 193 

#984 


WEST 
# K 75 
9 J 64 2 
0 54 
4 Q J 10 6 


EAST 
4 9632 
9 Q 10 8 3. 
0 7 

4.7532 ' 


SOUTH 
* AQ J 10 
9 Void 

0 A K Q 10 8 6 2 
4 AK 


The bidding: 

South West 

North 

East 

2 0 

Pass 

2 9 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

3 O 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

-5 0 

Pas* 

5 NT 

Pass 

6 0 

Pap 

7 0 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass< 


Opening lead: Queen of 4 
We tend to treat oar deuces and 
treys with disdain, thinking they’re 
unimportant. Just how crucial they 
can be is highlighted by tins hand. 

It is usually wrong to use Black¬ 
wood when you have a void in your 
hand. Here, however, it could not 
cost, since declarer was sure he 
could enter partner's hand in 
tramps to use winners there for dis¬ 
cards. Indeed, had North held two 
Kn p and ho ace, declarer could 


have claimed a grand shun. South 
bid it nevertheless, since it would be 
a daimer if North’s king, was in 
spades, or if North held , a queen as 
well, or if the spade finesse were to 
succeed.. 

None of these possibilities exist¬ 
ed, yet declarer got home by careful 

use of the partnership’s combined 
assets. After winning the king of 
chibs, declarer .overtook the ten of 
dfemoadrwkh the jack and ruffed a 
heart high. The eight of diamonds 
to the nine provided a second dum¬ 
my entry and, in the process, drew 
the last enemy tramp. On the ace 
and king of hearts declarer discard¬ 
ed two spades, then again ruffed a 
heart high in hand. 

When both defenders foDowed to 
this trick, the table's last heart was 
set up. And declarer’s farsighted 
technique reaped a rich dividend. 


South'was able to overtake the two 
of diamonds with the board's three 
and discard his remaining spade los¬ 
er on the long heart. Had that card 
not been a winner, declarer would 
have been ahle to fallback on the 
spade finesse in an attempt to land 
the <1™ 


SPORTS IN B RIEF 


IVANCHUK WIN TAKES HIM TO TOP: Soviet favourite Vasily 
Ivanchuk defeated American Anthony Miles in Berne Monday to 
share the lead with Lev Polugaevsky after 11 rounds of the Bienne 
Grandmasters Chess Tournament. Ivanchuk, ranked third in the 
world, won after 49 moves. Polugaevsky, his Soviet compatriot, 
defeated Yugoslavia’s Ivan Sokolov after an equal number of moves. 
Both winners played black. (AP) 

CHANG ADVANCES IN VERMONT: French Open champion 
Michael Chang, the ynoongest male Grand Slam winner in history, 
easily won his first match at the $602,500 international ’89 tennis 
tournament Mbnday, beating fellow-American Pete Sampras 6-4, 
64. “When you get the first match under your belt you get into the 
groove of thmgs,” said Chang, 17, the tournament’s second seed. 
Chang and Sampras, 18, are frequent practice partners, who worked 
together for two weeks before the French Open where Chang beat 
Sampras, in Jhe-second round. Altho ugh Monday’s score appeared 
deceptively dose, Chang hacHhe upperhand throughout the match. 

(R) 

.IRAQ APPEALS AGAINST FIFA DECISION: Iraq has 
appe aled against a decision by the international football federation, 
FIFA, to ban its youth teams from participating in international 
co mpeti ti on as punishment for fielding an over-age player in the last 
world youth championship. Dhiaa Hassan, chief of the information 
department of the Iraqi Footba ll A ssociation told the Associated 
Press in Baghdad Iraq has asked FIFA to reverse the decision made 
and announced last week by tire federation secretary Sepp Blatter. 
FIFA banned Iraq’s teams of under-16, nnder-20 and tmaer-23 after 
they discovered that an Iraqi player was older than the limit for a 
world youth tournament in Saudi Arabia last February. The ban was 
imposed for two years. It does not apply to senior tournaments. 
Hassan did not say on what grounds Iraq’s appeal to a special FIFA 
committee wffl be based. But he said Iraq is hopeful that FIFA will 
reverse its decision. Hassan said Iraq will continue its preparations 
fortius Palestine Youth Cup tournament due to start in Baghdad later 
tins month with IS Arab teams taking part. (AP) 


V Aly Abdullah A. Elraheem 

2- Mohammad Khalil Mariey 

3- Taha Nimir A. Mousa 

4- Mohammad Ghareeb 

5- Shihadih Aly Fokara 

6- Ouditallah Marjy Hamlan 

7- Rabie Adrian A. Hassan 

8- Ahmad Oudth-B Badawy 

9- Thamir Hazza El Hacfid 

10- Tahir Yousal Awawdih 

11- Dr A. 9 Naeam A Wandy 

12- Nadir Salamih Hamad 

13- Dr A. Hateez A. Wandy 

14- Oudih Aly Mahameed 

15- Abdullah El Dawoud 


horse 

Trader 

Jockey 

L Ve-gh: 

DISTANCE 1000 METRES 



1 

! 

M. Aly 

Owner 

Aly 

56 





! 

W. Hazim 

Owner 


545 





1 - 

N. Elsabah 

Owner 

George 

E45 






Araby 

Owner 

Mostafa 

53 

Oww 

riO’Se 

TrjiiV- 


■ 1 .K. 

N Naiai 

Owner 

Vous^r 

51 5 





i*- ^ ’ 

Hal ah 

Owner 

Saiamir. 

Si 5 

1- Sal.m Ai, Rada, ah 

Momaty 

Khali a 

Jama.’ 

SJ r 

D. flab® 

Owner 

A Anar ah 51 5 

2- HH Late SheM Nas«r Stable 

Waiah 

Atjoas 

Sal.JfTi r. 

* i j 

Safy 

Owner 

rtasneec 

on 






Eitaiel 

Owner 

You rus 

50 






G. Tahir 

Owner 


50 

3- HH Laie Sherd Nasir btatwf 

F Amman 

Aooas 

itvah m 

50 

S. Maeen 

Owner 

Saad 

50 

4- Nurir El Hmoud 

B Snams 

Run 

rriarv 

5:5 

F. Nadir 

Owner 


50 

5- Nimir El Hmoud 

A?ary 

Rua 

A ja gr.-r 

5: 5 

5. Maeen 

Owner 

Ahmad 

50 

6- Sarny Hacdadm 

F Honafly 

Owner 

R Jin-exi 

5» ? 

A Mousa 

Owner 

Suzman 

485 

7- Man sour Anwar Shalan 

Mahasm 

Mouhsjn 

K.u;m 

43 5 

Ghobar 

Owner 

Hiary 

50 

8- Ghttiib Had da dm 

Tiimtjah 

Owner 

Hossetn 

J a 3 


THIRD RACE 5.00 
FOR BEGINNER HORSES 
DISTANCE 1400 METRES 


1- Ahmad Mohammad Ash ran 

2- Shihadth Aly Fokara 

3- Mohammad Salman Nabolsy 

4- Hamad Nahar Syouf 

5- Mohammad Azzam Jamany 

6- Dr. A. El Haleez A. Wandy 

7- Misiim Khalaf Ktalfan 
&■ Samir Haddadin - 
9- Mfshal Mitisb Faiez 


FOURTH RACE 5.30 

FOR THIRD CLASS HORSES 

DISTANCE 1400 METRES 






Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weght -1 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

1- Nimir El Hmoud 

El Hasna 

Rida 

IDranim 

585 

Samah 

Owner 


54.5 

2- Nimir'EI Hmoud 

Kamar 

Rida 

Hiary 

54 5 

F. Rady 

Owner 


545 

3- A El Kareem Salim Rakad 

M. Eirakad 

Owner 

55 

Sabah 

Owner 

Yousel 

54.5 

4- Sarny Haddadin 

Waheed 

Owner 


56 

N. Hamad 

Owner 

Anwar 

53 

5- Aly Fareed Eisaad 

F Noat 

Khaireid>n 

Rasheea 

55 5 

M. Knaian 

Owner 

Jbarat 

51 5 

6- Kamal Wasif Bsharal 

Mashaiei 

Klweidm 

jamul 

55 5 j 

A. Maeen 

Owner 

Saad 

51 5 

7- Ghalib Haddadin 

Yamamih 

Owner 


54 5 j 

Kassas 

Owner 

Yaunis 

50 

B- Hany El Hadeed 

Rose 

Owner 

Mousa 

£45 | 

M. TarBc 

Owner.. 

Rasheed 

50 

9- Oudiiallah El Hamlan 

H. Marjy 

Owner 

Salamih 

51 s •; 

Hanaa 

Owner 

Daham 

48.5 

10- Nawaf Anwar Shalan 

Sanad 

Zaidan 

Kasim 

SO 


FIFTH RACE 6.00 

FOR THIRD CLASS & BEGINNER HORSES 
DISTANCE 1000 METRES 


1- Aly FareBd El Saad 

2- Aly Fareed El Saad 

3- Nimir El Hmoud 

4- NawaJ Anwar Shatan 

5- Ibrahim Hany Bshrat 

6- Mamdouh Anwar Shalan 

7- Naief Anwar Shalan 

8- Fawaz Anwar Shalan 
8- Abdullah El Dawoud 


Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

J. Eisaad 

Khairelddin Rasheed 

60 

Saad Aly 

Khaireldin 

Jamal 

56 

Hanab 

Rida 

Hiary 

60 

Ahid 

Mouhsin 


53 

F._ Khair 

Khaireldin 


56 

Elasy 

Zaidan 

Kasim 

50 

Hanaf 

Zaidan 

Saad 

50 

Asheer 

Zaidan 

George 

50 

Dinar 

Owner 

A Jag hit 

50 



































































































8 World News 


FBI, 
press 
tail 
Bloch 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
diplomat Felix S. Bloch, sus¬ 
pected of spying for the Soviets, 
sipped grapefruit juice and calmly 
watched for 45 minutes as a fore¬ 
ign correspondent showed him 
videotapes and clippings of how 
his story' is being told in bis native 
Austria. 

“I tried and tried, but he said 
he wouldn't answer questions on 
the substance of his case.” said 
Robert Weisner. the Washington 
correspondent for state-run Au¬ 
strian Television. He said Blodj 
looked “rather surprisingly” re¬ 
laxed” Monday, as reviewed the 
tapes. 

Bloch also read Austrian news¬ 
paper accounts of the case, which 
Weisner showed him during 
Bloch's 45-minute visit to the 
offices of Austrian Television 
Monday afternoon in the George¬ 
town section of the capital. 

On his first day back in the 
nation's capital after more than a 
week in the New York City area. 
Bloch emerged alone from the 
back door of his apartment in the 
fashionable Kalorama section 
and stToded to Georgetown. 

Bloch was followed by about 15 
people, including reporters and 
photographers, two cars with 
television cameramen and a car 
containing two grim-faced men, 
presumably agents for the Feder¬ 
al Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

To reporters who queried him 
along the way. Bloch said. “I'm 
hardTy a free man, you know... 
I'd love to put it behind me.” 

The 54-year-old diplomat was 
placed on paid leave by the State 
Department June 22. His di¬ 
plomatic passport has been re¬ 
voked. but he has not been 
charged with any crime. He is 
followed any time he goes out by 
FBI agents and reporters. 

Weisner said he managed to 
reach Bloch by telephone Mon¬ 
day and “asked him if he wanted 
to come and talk and see what 
Austrian Television reported on 
his case.” 

Bloch replied that he was com¬ 
ing to Georgetown on other busi¬ 
ness and would be wiling to stop 
in. From there, he went to his 
lawyer’s office. 

Bloch returned to Washington 
after spending more than a week 
with his father in Manhattan and 
his daughter in Chappaqua, 
New York. 

At the Justice Department, 
spokesman David Runkel said 
news reports that began with an 
ABC news segment July 21 may 
have hurt the FBI’s ability to 
collect evidence against Bloch. 


Most KAL bodies 
unidentified 
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Soviet railways 
despite fears of 


'DODOi 


p«H«»i shoppers fight their way into a Warsaw butchery Monday to beat price rises, which came 
into effect Tuesday. 

Food prices soar in Poland amid party crisis 


Deputies revolt 
against Kiszczak 


WARSAW (Agencies) — Communist and pro- 
Co mmunis t deputies staged an unprecedented revolt 
Tuesday against the appointment of Interior Minis¬ 
ter General Czeslaw Kiszczak as Poland’s new prime 
minister. 


A vote on the nomination was 
unexpectedly postponed until 
Wednesday after 13 Communists 
and 60 deputies of the allied 
Peasants Party told their par¬ 
liamentary caucuses they would 
not vote for Kiszczak. 

The possibility of a new coali¬ 
tion allying the Peasants with the 
Solidarity opposition movement, 
which would have a majority in 
the Sejm (lower house) and Sen¬ 
ate (upper bouse), simultaneous¬ 
ly emerged. 

Peasant Party parliamentary 
leader Aleksander Bentkowski, 
whose party has been in a ruling 
coalition with the Communists 
since fire 2940s, said Kiszczak was 
unacceptable as prime minister. 

“He is a general and he is 
associated with martial law," 
Bentkowski told reporters. Kisz¬ 
czak, 63, was responsible as in¬ 
terior minister for execution of 
martial law regulations imposed 
by General Wojciecb Jarazelski 
in 1981 to crush Solidarity. 

“After a president-general a 
prime minister-general would be 
a little martial law,” Bentkowski 
said. This was a reference to 
Janizelski’s election as president 
just under two weeks ago. 

Jan Litinski, a prominent Soli¬ 
darity deputy, simultaneously 
told opposition deputies that 
Peasant deputies were proposing 
a coalition government with Soli¬ 


darity headed by Bronislaw 
Geremek, Solidarity’s parliamen¬ 
tary leader. 

“Such a coalition would have a 
majority in parliament so the last 
argument against a solidarity-led 
government — that we lade a 
majority — fells, “litinski told 
the Solidarity parliamentary 
caucus. 

Earlier, Solidarity leader Lecb 
Walesa called for opposition law¬ 
makers to vote against Kiszczak. 

In a brief statement issued only 
minutes before the parliament 
was to meet to hear Kiszczak’s 
nomination from Jarazelski, 
Walesa said he would have sup¬ 
ported Kiszczak, the longtime in¬ 
terior minister, to be president. 

Bot, he said, “I am against 
Gen. Kiszczak’s candidacy for 
prime minister." 

The statement did not elabo¬ 
rate, but Walesa has urged 
Jarazelski to acede to the popular 
will and let Solidarity form a 
government. The free trade un¬ 
ion movement won overwhelm¬ 
ing electoral approval in June. 

Meanwhile Polish food prices 
soared by np to 500 per cent 
Tuesday when steps to free them 
from government control and fill 
empy shelves took effect. 

Meat rationing ended but 
prices rose faster than at any time 
since World War Two as steps to 
revive the economy took hold. 


After battling Monday to snap 
np goods at the old prices, long- 
suffering Poles bore the unpre¬ 
cedented bikes with resignation 
and wry humour. 

When shops opened Tuesday 
they found a loaf had more than 
doubled in price to 200 zloties (24 
cents) while milk cost 180 zloties 
(22 cents) a bottle, four times 
file old price. 

Poland launched “marketisa- 
tion” as a way to steer free of 
central p lanning and move to¬ 
wards a Western-style market 
system. The aim is to rein in 100 
per cent inflation and dismantle 
subsidies. 

Shoppers stood in lines for 
hours Monday to try to take 
advantage of the last day of artifi¬ 
cially low food prices, but many 
came up empty-handed. A quick 
survey of Warsaw shops Tuesday 
indicated consumers again faced 
mostly empty shelves. 

Hie Solidarity-led opposition 
movement opposed the abrupt 
lifting of price controls, arguing 
that it could plunge the country 
into turmoil. 

Parliament opened Tuesday 
with criticism of the resigning 
nine-month government of Prime 
Minister Mieczyslaw F. Rakows- 
ki, who was elevated Saturday to 
become first secretary of the 
Communist Polish United Work¬ 
ers Party, succeeding Jarazelski. 

Referring to official claims that 
die “ship of the Polish economy is 
on the right course," Solidarity 
parliament deputy Ryszard Bugaj 
replied: “It seems to me that the 
situation is die exact opposite. 
This ship is smiting." 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Railway Ministry said trains were 
running normally Tuesday — an 
apparent victory for both officials 
and radical reformers who bad 
urged railwaynrcn not to strike. 

“There are no interruptions in 
the work of the railways. They 
are all working according to sche¬ 
dule." said a spokesman for the 
ministry. 

Aug. 1 was first mentioned as a 
date for a rail strike by President 
Mikhail Gorbachev more than a 
week ago, and took on extra 
weight at the weekend when lead¬ 
ing Soviet newspapers warned 
that such a strike could bring 
chaos and catastrophe. 

Bui checks with other regional 
centres which bad figured in the 
reports of possible labour trouble 
— including the Armenian capital 
of Yerevan and the Byelorussian 
industrial centre of Vitebsk — 
showed business as normal. 

“There were rumours but all 
trains are working,” said a 
spokeswoman for die Armenian 
news agency Armenpress. 

Unofficial reports reaebing 
Moscow said Ukrainian workers 
had been holding informal strike 
meetings and that Gorbachev had 
appealed to them through the 
Railway Ministry. These reports 
could not be confirmed. 

The Communist Party daily 
Pravda said Sunday reporters in 


Leningrad had been told of ‘‘de¬ 
bates going on for several days... 
and cauls for a rail strike” along 
the pant Oktyabr.mil network 
covering the northwest of the 
country: 

The nightly television news 
bulletin Monday devoted 10 full 
minutes to a report on measures 
taken by outgoing Railway Minis¬ 
ter Nikolai Konarev to forestall a 
strike. 

A Western diplomat who 
monitors the Soviet economy said 
the media campaign wa& aimed at 
reassuring the country that every¬ 
thing was being done to prevent a 
strike, which could cripple an 
economy already reding from 
enormous deficits, wide-spread 
inefficiency and sluggish growth. 

“All that publicity was de¬ 
signed to calm the public which 
may have heard the rumours, ” 
said the diplomat. “But if X were 
living outside a major city, Z 
would go out and stock up im¬ 
mediately. ” 

Radical deputies to the Soviet 
parliament, meeting at. the 
weekend, joined in the call for 
restraint, saying that a rail stop¬ 
page on top of a miners* strike just 
settled could be used as a pretext 
to halt reforms. 

“The miners’ demands showed 
that their problems are very simi¬ 
lar to those of workers in other 
sectors, and that we in the rail¬ 


ways have much m common with 
them,” -said Railway worker 
Anatofy-Matkievich. among the 
radical deputies. 

“But if a strike started on the 
raftwaysit would spread very fast. 
It would be a disaster for demo¬ 
cracy",” be aid. 

His views were shared by more 
than 50 railway men who signed 
an appeal published in the rail 
winkers’ newspaper Guddk, call¬ 
ing ' on their comrades not to 
“destabilise* 4 the economy and 
Gorbachev’s “perestroika” re¬ 
forms. . 

There is little doubt that a rail 
strike would be a disaster, espe¬ 
cially in the wake of the recent 
miners* strike, which wrested a 
package of concessions from the 
government of up to 5.5 billion 
roubles ($8.8 billion). It re¬ 
mained unclear where those 
funds would be found. 

Analysts say that the railways 
haul 95 per cent of the Soviet 
Union's coal and more than 80 
per cent of its petroleum pro¬ 
ducts. Any prolonged stoppage 
would curtail deliveries to foreign 
as well as domestic customers. 

Official Soviet figures show, 
roughly one-third of all goods, are 
hauled by rail, whidt accounts for 
almost all long-haul transport. 
There is no comprehensive road 
network. 


U.S. reestablishes 
contact with China 


SHANNON (AP) — The United 
States reestablished high-level 
contact with China Monday near¬ 
ly two months after troops forc¬ 
ibly put down a pro-democracy 
demonstration in Tiananmen 
Square and found considerable 
agreement on Cambodia’s future. 

But U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, who requested the 
meeting with Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen in Paris, 
stressed that Americans were un¬ 
happy with China's actions which 
threatened the country with di¬ 
plomatic isolation if continued, a 
senior U.S. official said. 

The one-hour and 35-minute 
meeting was held in a side room 
of a conference hall in which 19 
nations, including the United 
States and China, are seeking to 
end civil war in Cambodia and 
guide the South-east Asian nation 
towards rehabilitation after de¬ 
cades of wars and a Vietnamese 
invasion. 

The official, who insisted on 
anonymity, told reporters as Bak¬ 
er flew home from Paris that 
Baker and Qian had agreed that 
the Khmer Rouge, accused of 
murdering more than one million 
Cambodians in a four-year reign 
of terror in the 1970s, Should not 
have a dominant role in any 
Cambodian government. 


TRIPOLI (AP) — Libyan and 
Korean authorities have been 
able to identify only 15 of the 67 
Koreans killed in the crash of a 
Korean (KAL) DC-10 near Tri¬ 
poli airport, according to a Ko¬ 
rean embassy spokesman. 

The plane crashed while trying 
to land in fog Thursday, killing 72 
persons on board and six others 
on the ground. A total of 127 
passengers and crew members 
survived, some with serious in¬ 
juries. 

The embassy spokesman. Won 
Lee. said only 15 bodies among 
the Koreans killed have been 
identified so far because they 
were too badly burned. AD the 
bodies of known Koreans were 
flown back to Seoul in a KAL 
cargo plane Monday night. 

It was hoped the bodies could 
be identified in Korea with the 
help of relatives and dental re¬ 
cords. Lee said. 


“There will be 66 or 67 bodies 
on the cargo plane,” Lee said. 
“The reason for the doubt is thar 
we are not quite sure whether one 
of the dead women was Korean, 
or Japanese. If she is identified as 
Korean by the time the plane 
leaves, she wall be included.'’ 

Among the bodies returning to 
Seoul was that of a 12-year-old 
Korean girl, Hyun Jung Kim. She 
had been en route to Tripoli to 
visit her father. Dae Sik Kim. 
accompanied by her mother, 
Kyung Hye Kim. 

The mother survived. 

There was no word on the 
progress of the Korean-Libyan 
inquiry into the causes of the 
crash. Airport authorities said the 
tapes in the black boxes contain¬ 
ing the flight procedures during 
the moments before the crash 
have been recovered but may 
have to be sent to Italy or the 
United Stat es to be interpreted. 



A relative of one of the victims of the Korean Airlines crash in Libya cry before a mo rtuary set 
tip by the airfines in SeonL 


U.S. amateurs rankle career diplomats 


By Deborah Zabarenko 

Reuter 

ASHINGTON — Chic 
:cht, a former senator with 
diplomatic experience, says 
; keen interest in golf and 
entiling makes him a perfect 
S. ambassador to the 
ham as. 

Evelyn Teegan. whose gov- 
imenfal background is con¬ 
ed to being executive direc- 
of the Minnesota Seat Beit 
mjnission. will represent the 
lited States in Fiji. Tonga 

i Tuvalu, 

toy Silverman, described by 
! White House as a “fail¬ 
le, active participant in presi- 
nt (George) Bush’s 1988 
apaign,” has been named 
ray to the Caribbean islands 
Barbados, St. Luda, St. Vin¬ 


cent and the Grenadines. 

These are just three of Bush's 
44 diplomatic appointments 
that have provoked critics, who 
say the president has overstep¬ 
ped the line that governs how 
many purely political ambassa¬ 
dors will be tolerated. 

His most vocal critic is 
Democrat Paul Sarbanes, a 
member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, which 
must approve each presidential 
nomination. 

After the committee narrow¬ 
ly approved Florida property 
developer Joseph Zappala as 
envoy to Spain last week, Sar¬ 
banes complained: “We arc 
being confronted with 
nominees who demonstrably 
have no q ualificati ons other 
than large campaign dona¬ 
tions.” 


Overall, the administration 
wants to have 67 per cent of its 
ambassadors with experience in 
diplomacy with only 33 per cent 
reserved for political appoin¬ 
tees. By Sarbanes' count, 30 of 
Bush’s nominations — 68 per 
cent—are political appointees. 

The appointment of amateur 
diplomats sends a distressing 
message to those who have 
spent their careers in the fore¬ 
ign service, said Hewson Ryan, 
.8 former U.S. ambassador to 
Honduras with 29 years experi¬ 
ence. 

“The (career) people get 
rather discouraged after work¬ 
ing for 20 years when they see a 
used car salesman or the wife of 
a used car salesman put in as 
ambassador." Ryan told Reu¬ 
ters. 

While political appointments 


are nothing new. Bush seems to 
have made especially unprepared 
nominations, which could erode 
U.S. diplomatic standing 
abroad, he said. 

The Council on Hemispheric 
Affairs lambasted Bush for his 
nomination of Thomas Strook, 
a Wyoming oilman who was a 
major contributor to the presi¬ 
dent’s campaign, as envoy to 
Guatemala. 

"Strook’s appointment to 
this troubled country has to be 
interpreted as a sign from the 
White House that Washington 
is less than serious about curb¬ 
ing rights abuses or preventing 
Guatemala’s return to open 
military rule," the council said 
in a statement. 

But Bush has not gone 
beyond previous presidents in 
the number of his political 


appointments, said diplomatic 
historian John Roche of the 
Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy in Massachusetts. 

“I think that Jack Kennedy 
had a higher percentage of poli¬ 
tical appointees,” said Roche, 
who worked in the Kennedy 
and Johnson admirustratiom. 

. “The custom of giving emi¬ 
nent characters embassies is. 
hardly a new one, and some of 
them were real lulus (fools)," 
he said “An ambassador is fun¬ 
damentally a cer em onial figure 
the question then comes down 
to how good a ceremonial fi¬ 
gure is he?" 

In an age of high-speed com¬ 
munications, Roche said, 
ambassadors axe rarely without 
behind-the-scenes support from 
their staffs or Washington. 


But, the official said, the 
Chinese, who backed the Khmer 
Rouge, sought more of a role 
than the United States woud like 
the group to have as Prince Noro¬ 
dom Sihanouk attempts to form a 
transitional government. 

After Chinese troops fired on 
demonstrators June 3-4, Presi¬ 
dent George Bush imposed a 
series of sanctions that were criti¬ 
cised by many in Congress as too 
mild. They included a ban on 
high-level exchanges between 
U.S. and Chinese officials and 
visits to Peking by senior U.S. 
government officials. 

Baker, taking the view that tire 
sanctions did not keep him from 
meeting with Qian outside China, 
requested the meeting in which 
the major topic was Cambodia’s 
future. 

On that subject, die official 
said, they found considerable 
agreement, especially that Viet¬ 
nam should release its bold on the 
country. A government installed 
by Hanoi is in power in Phnom 
Penh, but Vietnamese troops are 
scheduled to depart by the end of 
September. 

Asked if Qian had been swayed 
by Baker’s argument against a 
powerful role for the Khmer 
Rouge, the official said, “We 
simply had a frank and candid” 



jump* Backer 

exchange on the issue. He called 
it “the one significant difference” 
between Washington'and Peking. 

On China's own internal poli¬ 
cies, the official said. Baker 
“made the point that repression 
would not be understood by the 
American people.”' - 

The official said that if China 
intends to continue on the path of 
reform “it should not isolate itself 
with conduct that would not be 
understood.” 

Baker stressed that the United 
States wants to maintain strong 
ties with China but Bush “can’t 
do it alone. He’s going to need 
some help in terms of the future 
course of actions” in Peking. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


BBC broadcasts Rushdie programme 

LONDON (R) — A television programme about Salman Rush¬ 
die’s “The Satanic Verses” was aired by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) Monday despite an appeal from the archbishop 
of Canterbury to postpone it. Robert Runde, spiritual head of the 
Anglican Church, said in a letter to the BBC the broadcast could 
farther inflame Muslim passions over the Indian-born writer 
sentenced to death by Iran for alleged blasphemy against Islam. 
Called the “Blasphemers’ Banquet,” the programme was an 
imaginary feast for freethinkers such as Mohere, Voltaire, Omar 
Khayyam and Byron, who also were accused of blasphemy in their 
day. 

Indian awarded Magsaysay prize 

MANILA (AP) — Takshmi Iain, a development economist and 
champion of India’s poor, has been awarded the prestigious 
Ramon Magsaysay Award for Public Service for 1989, the award 
foundation announced. Lakshmi, who fives in New Delhi, becom¬ 
es die 27th Indian dted for achievement by the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award Foundation. 

No marine pension for North 

WASHINGTON (R)—TbeU.S. navy has said it would abide by a 
ruling depriving retired Marine Lieutenant-Colouel Oliver North 
of ms $22,000 a year Marine Corps pension because of his 
conviction in the Iran-contra affair. The General Accounting office 
(GAO), a non-partisan arm. of Congress, said in a letter made 
public Monday that if North still wanted his pension he would have 
to sue for it. 

8 singers flee Chinese opera troupe 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—A Chinese opera company returned to 
Shanghai after eight singers, including two stars, fled the troupe in 
San Francfcco, officials said. The performers who left the 28- 
member Kim Opera “were instigated by people with motives to 
bring datpage to China," said Wang~ Shaohua, an official 

Palme’s convicted killer appeals verdict 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — The Swedish drifter convicted of killing 
Prime Minister Olof Palme Monday asked an appeals court’ to 
overturn the judgment. The move.was widely expected. Ame 
Liijeros, Christer Pettersson’s attorney, had said he would appeal 
when the verdict and life sentence were announced last Thursday, 
Birgitta Blom, president of Svea court of appeals, said the-case 
could be heard as eaity as Sept 7- - 

Former Cuban minister, 3 others field 

' - >!v ' 

HAVANA (R) — Former Cuban Interior Minister General Jose 
Abrantes and three other former mimstty^ebiefs have been arrested 
in a continuing crackdown on corruption, the official newspaper! 
Granma reported. The front-page announcement also reported 
that five brigadier generals had been demoted to colonel arid 
retired as part of a thorough investigation and- shakeup at the 
ministry. 


Pekinese rounded 

•up V". .-V";- 

PEKING (R) — Ainhpritie&m. 
Peking have launched a campaign 
for a mass round-up of dob td 
counter . the threat of . rabies. 
“Urgently mobile and rise up, 
step up the exter mi na tio n and'.. 
control of dogs," was the battte- 
cry & Peking Deputy .Mayor He 
Huli at a meeting reported by city 
media. A Peking resident wife 
dogs in his street said tbe:u8ual 
method Was to bludgeon ti>eih fo 
death. . ' ■■ : V- 

Love on attar; 

BARCELONA (R) 
arrested two teenagers cria&ht 
making love on the alrar . 
Barcelona church; A 'poftST; 
spokesman said officers surprised 
an 18-year-old Spaniard aridhis * 1 . 
Finnish gutfriCiid naked oa tire> 
altar during a Sunday. afternoon 
lull between/services. A mag&-'v 
trate is considering whether to 
charge the - couple >— now m 
police custody — with obscenity, - 
the spokesman said. Police went 
to the church following a tele¬ 
phone tqs off. 

Murderoir ; 
a Hague street 

THE HAGUE (R)— A crowd at 
a Dutch outdoor cafe applauded 
asthey watched a man shoot dead 
his companion,, believing'they 
were watching well-acted street 
theatre — but it was real-life 
murder. Police said the two men 
were walking by the cafe when 
one man, in a seemingly dramatic 
gesture, pushed his companion to 
the ground* pulled out a pistol 
and shot him five times. Patrons 
at the cafe in the Dutch town of 
Nijmegen applauded what they- 
betieved was a spontaneous piece 
of street theatre; Their impress- \ 
.fan of. a play was strengthened 
whentbc^tecahnly strolled to 
a. nearby telephone to report to 
police and wait to be arrested. 
“Some people sitting at the cafe 
didn't realise what was happen¬ 
ing. They thought it was all an 
act. But it was a settling of 
accounts between two men with - 
past criminal records," a police 
spokesman said. Police said the 
man was being questioned in a 
murder prpbe. . 

'Beethoven’ draws 
U.S. expenses 

| WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.& State Department approved 
$9,000 in travel expenses for 
“Ludwig van Beethoven,” just 
one of 18,000 advances that have 
not been accounted for. a foreign 
policy watchdog group said. 
“There’s a policy of being jost 
totally lax” about travel advances 
at the State Department, said 
Carl Olson,' chairman .of the 
Washington-based State Depart¬ 
ment watch 'group. The person 
who used the name of the dead 
German composer listed his so¬ 
da! security number as 123-45- 
6789 when he asked .for 
$9,769.59, Olson said in a tele¬ 
phone interview. 

Reward for 
stolen gold flutes 

LUCERNE . (AP) — Flautist 
James Galway has offered a re-, 
ward for the return of five gold -- 
flutes, which were stolen last 
week. He -said the chief would, 
have difficulty selling the instru¬ 
ments, but he was not cooSdent - 
he would ever see his instru¬ 
ments again. The world-famous 
musician said the flutes, each . 
worth about 50,000 Swiss francs 
($30,000) disappeared last; 
Wednesday at the railway station 
in Lucerne as he was loading 
luggage into his car after he as 
turned home from a tour of the 
United States and a holiday -in.. 
London. He said the thief would' 
have difficulty selling the instru- •' 
merits because they are rare —^ ~ - 
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